FINAL REFLECTION AND PORTFOLIO

Congratulations on finishing English 1121! What a challenging semester this has been. We are now at our final writing assignment of an amazingly, incredibly, difficult semester.  I am so proud of you all for making it to this point.  Your final portfolio is a chance for you to gather, share, and celebrate all of the work you have completed over the course of this year! 

YOUR FINAL REFLECTION:

For this final assignment, reflect upon the following questions: 

You will create final reflection that is at least 100 words as an introduction to your final portfolio. You should reflect on all you have learned through each of the different pieces of writing that you crafted over the course of the year from informal jots, notes in class, to short writing and formal projects. What type of writing has felt most comfortable? Familiar? Which has felt most interesting? As you look over the material you compile for your final portfolio, reflect on these two questions: 

What have you learned about yourself as a reader, writer and scholar this semester?

How will you be able to use what you have learned this semester and transfer that knowledge to other writing situations—either in college or in your community? 

Here are some questions you may wish to consider.  You do not need to answer them all. Use them as a guide. Use the Accompanying PowerPoint to help as well! It has additional support/ guidance/ suggestions! As always, email me with questions! Here is what is KEY!  QUOTE from YOURSELF! Use quotes from your different pieces, at least 3 to support your thinking!! 

· Introduce yourself to the reader. Put in any relevant background information that the reader might want to know about you before reading your portfolio. 
· What were your early assumptions/beliefs about yourself and writing? Have they since changed? Explain. 
· What is included in your portfolio? Describe the choices. Describe what you might have left out. Or wish you could include. 
· What discoveries have your made about yourself as a writer (or a reader)? 
· How would you compare/contrast work done early on in the semester to now? 
· Point out something you want to make sure the reader does not miss. 
· What was your favorite/least favorite assignment and why?
· What changed in your writing (and reading and thinking) as the genres changed? (from feature article, to annotated bibliography to multimodal text)
· Point out some notable lessons that have stuck with you after completing certain assignments? 
· What was your experience revising assignments? 
· What was particularly challenging for you in our course this semester and how did you overcome it (or attempt to)?
· How did you adapt to the sudden switch to online writing mid-semester? 
· How did you make decisions in your assignments about content and design?
· Looking back, what would you have done differently? What would you do the same? Why do you think you made the particular choices that you did? Do you think these were the right choices? 
· What are your thoughts on the experience in general? Was it a useful learning experience? What specific skills or perspectives did you acquire as a result?

Don’t simply answer the above questions in your final reflection; they are just meant to help you brainstorm ideas. Think about all of the texts we’ve read about writing this semester—some of them certainly hooked your interest while others... probably did not.  The ones that did were well-written, they had a point, the writer had a voice that you felt was worth listening to.  Try to do that in your own writing here.  You can also quote from them, use them in this reflection! Remember that this isn’t just you writing off-the-top of your head; this is a finished piece of writing. Treat yourself as a respected author who has lived through a difficult time: you are someone with something to say. 

Here’s what I will be looking for (and grading you on in your reflection!):

· Attention to audience. You need to have a “so what?” Don’t just list off a bunch of random opinions about your writing—write an article about what you’ve learned. Think about who you are writing for (hint: it’s not just me). 
· Attention to organization.  This does not have to be a traditional organization, but you should have paragraphs (not just a 1000 word paragraph, please) and some reason for why they’re in the order they’re in! 
· Evidence and analysis. If you tell me you learned something about yourself as a writer, show me proof!  By proof, I specifically mean quotes from your own writing. All reflections should have at least three quotes from your own writing this semester. And, as usual, don’t just drop those quotes in there and expect your readers to figure out why you’ve chosen them. Explain why that passage is important to your readers and to your “so what?” 
· Care. Proofread. Make sure it’s long enough. As usual, you can use whatever language you see fit to use, but make decisions about your language—that is, the words that are there should be there for a reason. 
· It has to be on TIME. I have wanted to be as flexible as I possibly can this semester, but the final portfolio (including this reflection) are due 5/23 and I don’t have any leeway because I need to turn grades in.  The rough draft is due 5/18.  Make sure to post it by then!  I want to have time to give you feedback!



YOUR FINAL PORTFOLIO:

Please submit in your portfolio with polished, revised and edited versions of the work listed below. Do NOT submit the work with my comments, but versions that reflect the changes and feedback I gave you!
*Please note if you made revision to your Projects and would like me to reread them for a higher grade! 

Please submit the work in the order listed below. The work submitted should contain at least 6,000 words. Please include a word count and a word count break down for each of the project pieces. 

HOW to submit? There is a folder in Dropbox called Final Portfolios. In the Dropbox Folder is an individual folder with each of your names. Please upload to the individual folders. 
 
√ Cover page with author’s name, professor’s name portfolio title, date and class name

√ Final Reflection (1000 words)  

√ Project 1: Discourse Community Project (1000 words)

√ Unit 1: Reflection (250 words)

√ Project 2: Annotated Bibliography (1200 words) 

√ Unit 2: Reflection (250 words)

√ Project 3: Multimodal Project and Author’s/ Artist’s Statement (1800 words)

√ Introductory Narrative Writing Assignment (250 words)
√ At least one sample short form writing piece (examples could include: a Homework, the Reading/ Writing Identity Response etc.)

√ One example of your revision/ revision process (Submit a draft of a project)

PORTFOLIO GRADING
Your portfolio counts as 60% of your final grade (Homework 20% and Participation 20%)!  The breakdown is as follows: 
Project 1: 10%
Project 2: 15%
Project 3: 15%
Final Reflection: 10%
Additional Pieces: 10%
Reflections and additional pieces: 10%
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