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Unit 2:  What Are Your Curiosities: Rhetoric, Genre, Discourse?

In this unit, we are going to focus on and explore different genres and discourse communities that surround our world inside and outside of academia.   

Some things to consider:

What does rhetoric mean?  What is the etymology of this word?
What is a rhetorical analysis?  How do we do this?
What is a rhetorical situation?
What is genre?  What are some different examples of genre? How do we analyze genre?
What does discourse mean?  What is a discourse community?  What is your discourse community (perhaps you participate in more than one community)?

The first thing you should do is to find an issue that you really care about.  It can be any sort of issue that you would like to explore, but should be framed in the form of a question because it will help you to better find materials to analyze and answer your question.  After you have explored your topic, or let's call it a research question, start looking for materials.  

Basically, this is an investigation and report of findings (NOT a traditional research paper).  I am not looking for a thesis statement.  I want you to investigate, analyze and report back on what you've found.   The goal is to find answers to your question, but you may discover that you've come up with the wrong question or that you need to do more investigating.   Your research t relate to your question.

Some examples of materials that could help you tackle answering your challenging question would be popular magazines or newspapers.  Different magazines (both in print or online) often contain personal essays, articles that report on all sorts of issues, political cartoons, analyses, advertisements–even recipes or menus from different restaurants.  After choosing your topic and  publications that reflect your topic/question, you will write a short article (4–5 pages) in the style of that magazine or newspaper that reflects how that issue is discussed in the public realm.   In order to complete this assignment, you should analyze four different texts related to this issue.

Choose at least one imaginative text such as a play, a movie script, a poem, a short story, or a novel.
Choose one visual/audio text such as a commercial, a movie, a website, a video, a TED Talk, a podcast,  a graphic novel or an album.
Choose one very non-traditional text such as a collection of recipes, menus, a thread of responses to social media posts, placard-descriptions of art at a museum, or even signs posted on the walls at post offices, banks, City Tech, etc.
Choose one "non-literary" verbal text such as an academic essay, newspaper article, a workplace document (memos, business reports, job application announcements, job applications, resumes, etc.).

The argument you make, which answers your research question, will likely focus more on the representation of the issue than on the issue itself.  For example, you might write about how people talk about about food insecurity/inequality rather than addressing the insecurities/inequities about food yourself.  You might consider citing commonalities and differences in the ways that media address your issue. 

You must analyze each one of your documents, writing at least 300 words for each one.   You will provide an analysis of the content, but also a rhetorical analysis (we have been discussing this in class).  You should write about not only what your article or text says, but consider its purpose, its audience, what era it is from, what the historical context was, etc.  You must also provide citations (an annotated bibliography).

The entire document (your essay #2), including analysis of the four sources, introduction and conclusion, should be at least 1800 words, but it will probably be more. This is not a traditional essay, but it is a formal writing assignment.  Pretend that this is a piece of writing that you must submit as part of a job application or an internship that you really, really want!   Make sure you cite all of your resources (use OWL Purdue as we have discussed in class).  Proofread.  Edit.  Make sure there is a clear introduction and a clear conclusion.

Consider following these steps as a guide:

1.  Develop a question that you are curious about and that you find really interesting.  In  UNIT 2, you are primarily researching and analyzing.  All of the hard work you do now will help you in the UNIT 3 because you will be using some of what you discover in Unit 2 to write more about what you have found out in one of the genres of the documents that you have chosen.

2.  After you decide what your question is, you must get my approval.  This is only to help you.

3.  Begin researching!  We will go to the library.  Look for sources outside of the library.   Photograph what you find if it is on a wall and or painted on a street so you will remember.   Document where you found this source because you will need to cite it in the final writing assignment.

4. Read and annotate these sources.  Use the Reflection Worksheet to help you write about each source.  Take notes.   What did you learn from your text or document?

5. Begin writing your report!  

How will you be graded?

1.  CONTENT:  Is your document readable and informative?  Does it teach us about what we've learned?  Is it a good source? Are the contents of your sources relevant to your question?  Does it contain the rhetorical situation surrounding your sources?  Who is your audience?  Who is your discourse community?  Did you write at least 1800 words?
2.  RESEARCH: Did you do good research?   One of the main goals for this assignment is for you to learn something new and interesting about your topic–and to help you learn to find information about whatever topics you want to investigate in the future after this class is finished.  Just googling your topic is not real research.  I want you to dig deep and to be creative in your research.  

3.  GENRE:  You must have at least four different genres.   

4.  PRESENTATION:  Make sure your work looks good.  Proofread.  Edit.  You must have citations.  DON'T BE SLOPPY or LAZY!

5.  LANGUAGE:  However you choose to write this assignment, make sure that your language is consistent.  Check your grammar.

6.  CITATION:  Keep track of your research because you must provide citations.  


Unit 3:  Writing in a New Genre

In this unit, you will be writing a new document in a new genre–a genre that you probably have not written in before.   For example, you might write a declaration for something you feel strongly about, a speech, a TED Talk,  a magazine article, etc.  However, it must be written in a genre that you studied/analyzed in Unit 2.

You must be specific.  You are not just writing any old article.   You are answering the question you posed in Unit 2.  Your Writing in a New Genre essay should be 4-6 pages double-spaced (about 1500 words).  If you are a writing video essay, you must write a script.  

How do I get started? Think about what you have to say.  Would you be willing to sign you name to this document?  What is the best genre to get your point across on your topic and to answer your question?  Maybe you would like to write a graphic novel–a good  format to write about environmental issues or food inequality.  You will write a proposal first which must be approved), a first draft and a final draft.   

How will you be graded?

A.  Genre Awareness:  Do you know the "rules" of the genre you are working with?  Is your work thoughtful and analytical?  

B.  Audience Awareness:  It is important to know who your are writing for (as we have discussed in class many times).  Are your choice of words, argument, genre and design  appealing to your audience?  Why would your audience want to read your document?  Does your document add to the canon or contribute something new to your discourse community?   Remember that your audience is particular–it is not everyone in the world, nor is just your teacher or your classmates.   

C.  Vigilance:   Is your finished product/document really finished?  If this is a more formal paper, or a graphic novel, a children's book or a manual or an instruction booklet on how to insert lenses into a customer's 

M   11/04	Overview of Unit 3:  Writing in a New Genre

W   11/06	Read "More than Just Remixing: Uptake and New Media Composition," 			by Brian Ray.   Be prepared to discuss this article in class.  

M   11/11	Brainstorming.   Examples of writing in a new genre and examples of 			multimodal projects.

W   11/13	Proposal Due and In-Class Peer Review.

Paraphrasing and Summarizing:  Handout and practice.

M   11/18	Practice analyzing genres.

W   11/20	First-Draft of Your Genre Writing Project Due and In-Class Peer Review 			(bring two copies of your project to class).

M   11/25	In-class student conferences.

W   11/27	More practice in analyzing genres.

Parallel Structure and practice editing.

M   12/02	Final Draft of Genre Writing Project Due.

W   12/04	Writing Assignment 10:

Writing Assignment 10: In-Class Writing:  Final Reflection (to be submitted on Blackboard by the end of the class).  

M   12/09	Work on Final ePortfolio (Revisions).  You may want to being your laptop 			to class.

W   12/11	Work on Final ePortfolio (Revisions).  You may want to bring your laptops 			to class.

M   12/16	Oral Presentations (Digital Posters)

W   12/18 	Oral Presentations (Digital Posters)

Final Exam (In-Class Writing)

End of Term:  Final ePortfolio should be submitted TODAY, but you may complete it earlier.  














