
ENG 1101 
 
 

Fall 2019         Christopher Tarbell  
M/W 1:00-2:15 pm  
Lab is Monday 11:30-12:20 pm     ctarbell@citytech.cuny.edu 
4 credit hours           
 
Office Hours: W 12:00-1:00, NAMM 529 
 
Course Overview: 
 
Writing is difficult. It’s laborious, time consuming, and taxing. I realize that what I am asking you to do this 
semester will cause you frustration, anxiety, anger and many other negative emotions. In order to avoid these 
feelings, you may find yourself rushing assignments in order to reach some sort of end, or putting writing off 
until the last minute. I would urge you to try and accept the fact now that writing is difficult and that you will be 
doing it all semester in this course.  
 
This is because in this course we will be viewing writing slightly different than you have in the past. In high 
school and your previous education you most likely focused on several different kinds of essays (narrative, 
compare/contrast, persuasive argument, response to literature, five-paragraph theme, timed-writing essay 
response etc.) with an emphasis on formal features (number of paragraphs and sentences, kind of content, 
minimal surface error, controlled “voice,” avoidance of the first-person, and so on). 
 
Given what your high-school teachers were expected to do with the resources available, this worked out fairly 
well in order to get you here. But now that you are here, you may be surprised to learn that what makes 
writing good differs radically from place to place, major to major, teacher to teacher, and context to context. 
In fact, there is no such thing as “good writing” in some absolute sense; there is only writing that is good for 
certain people in certain places to do certain kinds of things with at certain times. To expand slightly on the 
previous point, then, not only will the different kinds of writing you’ll do at the New York City College of 
Technology be different from high-school writing, since those kinds of writing will happen in different places 
with different people for different reasons, they can’t not be different. To put this one other way: no single 
course, or even series of courses, can prepare you to write well in all situations. One single course can, 
however, help develop your reflective awareness of what it means to write in a particular setting (that is, this 
one), so that you are better able to change your writing processes and practices to suit different situations as 
they arise. 
 
There is perhaps no US college course more universal that the introductory first year writing course. It goes by 
many different names and course numbers, but it generally is called, as it is here at the New York City College 
of Technology, First Year Writing.  
 
The classes are usually small. This is important. It’s no coincidence that first-year writing courses are usually the 
smallest courses that students take their first couple of years of college—sometimes the smallest they ever take. 
You’ll get and give lots of personal attention. By nature of who you are, where you’re from, and what you’ve 
done, you all bring different histories with reading and writing, each with its own areas of expertise and 
limitations. Part of my job will be to set up situations in which these areas of expertise can be shared, remodeled, 
retrofitted, and adapted for everyone’s use. In other words, we are smarter collectively than we are individually. 
 
Class discussions will frequently focus on readings, craft, and perhaps most importantly, samples of writing that 
you and your colleagues have produced in response to assignments. Hearing how others respond to your writing 
can give you a sense of the variety of ways in which your writing can be interpreted. Looking at others’ writing 
will also make it possible for you to analyze differences in the approaches that writers can take to a subject or a 
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text and how those differences affect what the writers are able to do with the subject they’re writing about. 
You’ll look at what you and other members of the class have written and discuss how the writing affects the 
sense made of the subject, the relationship it establishes to readers, and what writers sound like on paper, and 
what alternative approaches they might take (again: we are smarter as a whole!). In other words, you will not look 
at the writing to determine if it is “good” or “bad” in some absolute sense but rather to determine what it is good or bad for, and how.  
 
Goals 
 
After completing ENG 1101, you should be able to: 
 
1. Read and listen critically and analytically in a variety of genres and rhetorical situations: Identify and evaluate 
exigencies, purposes, claims, supporting evidence, and underlying assumptions in a variety of texts, genres, and 
media.  
 
2. Adapt to and compose in a variety of genres: Adapt writing conventions in ways that are suitable to different 
exigencies and purposes in a variety of contexts, including academic, workplace, and civic audiences. When 
appropriate, repurpose prior work to new genres, audiences, and media by adjusting delivery, design, tone, 
organization, and language.  
 
3. Use research as a process of inquiry and engagement with multiple perspectives: Learn to focus on a topic 
and develop research questions that lead to propositions and claims that can be supported with well-reasoned 
arguments. Persuasively communicate and repurpose research projects across a variety of contexts, pruposes, 
audiences, and media. Demonstrate research skills through attribution and citation gathering, evaluating, 
citation styles depending on disciplinary and situational requirements (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.) 
 
4. Use reflection and other metacognitive processes to revise prior assumptions about reading and writing and 
transfer acquired knowledge into new writing situations. Students write reflections of their own reading and 
writing process from the beginning and throughout the semester with the intention to transfer their acquired 
knowledge about genre and composing practices into new writing situations.  
 
5. Demonstrate the social and ethical responsibilities and consequences of writing: Recognize that first-year 
writing includes academic, workplace, and civic contexts, all of which require careful deliberation concerning 
the ethical and social ramifications concerning fairness, inclusivity, and respect for diversity. Write and revise for 
academic and broader, public audiences accordingly.  
 
6. Compose in 21st Century Environments: Learn to choose among the most current and effective delivery 
methods for different composing situations. Students learn to compose in new media environments, including 
alphabetic texts, still and moving images, sonic, and mixed media compositions. Use digital media platforms 
appropriate to audience and purpose.  
 
Prerequisites: ENG 1101 is the first required writing course of City Tech students.  
 
 
Textbooks/Required Materials:  
  
Texts will either be handed out in class or posted to the Course Blackboard. If posted to Blackboard, I expect 
you to download, print and bring them with you to class.  
 
In addition to the above text, all students must obtain a writing journal for this course. Any journal will do.  
 
Assignments 
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You will be evaluated in the following areas: 
 
Reflection Journals 
Students will complete shorter, low-stakes journal assignments throughout the semester. Journal assignments are 
designed to scaffold major essays and engage students in reflective work about their writing processes.  
 
Literacy Narrative  
A literacy narrative is, at its simplest, a firsthand account of the acquisition of literacy. For this assignment, 
students will compose a narrative that addresses one way in which they learned to read, write, or perform 
another type of literacy (playing an instrument and reading music, for example). The goal of this assignment is 
for students to arrive at new insight into how literate practice takes shape through reflection on their own 
histories of literacy and learning. The Literacy Narrative is a reflective assignment that is designed to 
defamiliarize entrenched learning habits and processes that students rely on as they navigate school.   
 
Rhetorical Analysis Essay  
The Rhetorical Analysis Essay invites students to complete a rhetorical analysis and critique of a complex text. 
They will be tasked with arguing how, or the extent to which, a particular text effectively engages its audience 
(or effectively responds to a particular rhetorical situation) through the deployment of rhetorical appeals (ethos, 
pathos, logos). Students will gain practice with using rhetorical terms to describe the different choices authors 
make when they write and to comment the effectiveness (or ineffectiveness) of a particular text.  
 
Synthesis Paper 
The Synthesis Paper is designed to engage students in an abbreviated, “guided” research process and afford 
them practice with synthesizing sources – which they have practiced locating and evaluating – and with 
developing an argument grounded in research. The emphasis for this paper will be on synthesis and the 
development of argument, as instructors will scaffold the research process in order to isolate these particular 
tasks or competencies (by pre-selecting sources and topics, for example).   
 
Critical Reflection 
 
The final essay of the semester is the Critical Reflection. The “final boss” of First Year Writing, it asks the 
student to demonstrate a critical reflective awareness of their writing. This skill is required of those who will 
successfully transfer reading, writing, and thinking skills to new contexts and courses.  
 
 
 
Grading and Evaluation:  
 
Reflection Journals 5 points 
Literacy Narrative 10 points 
Rhetorical Analysis 20 points 
Synthesis Paper 20 points 
Critical Reflection  10 points 
Journals 15 points 
Participation 15 points 

Total:            100 points 
 
 
 

94-100 =A 
90-93 = A- 
87-89 = B+ 
84-86 = B 
80-83 = B- 
77-79 = C+ 
73-76 = C 
70-72 = C- 
67-69 = D+ 
64-66 = D 
60-63 = D- 
59 or below = F
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Course Policies and Resources:  
 
Cell Phone Policy: 
I know that students learn best when conditions allow for deep, focused work. However, as a 
person in the world, I also know that the classroom can never be fully separate from the demands 
and distractions of life. Keeping these two ideas in mind, I ask that you try and avoid using your 
phone during class. In the case of an emergency, by all means feel free to use your phone, but 
please do so outside of the classroom. Failure to respect the course cell phone policy means a 
lower participation grade.  
 
Late Work:  
As a rule, I do not award credit for, nor do I respond to late journal entries, smaller assignments, 
or rough drafts of major essays. If you miss one or two of these assignments, don’t panic: life 
happens, and you can still do well in this course. I will take away one point from major essays for 
each day they are late. More than a week (7 days) late and you will receive a “0” for that 
assignment. Please note that it is your responsibility to ensure that your essay was successfully 
uploaded onto Blackboard, and that you submitted an appropriate file type. Technological errors 
are not excused.  
 
Participation and Absences:  
 
Your responsibility—both to yourself and to others in the class—will be to participate fully in 
these discussions. Full participation will require that you arrive to class on time, have necessary 
materials ready, complete assignments on time; and not just asking questions and stating 
opinions, but also explaining how and why you’ve arrived at these opinions and exploring how 
you might want to revise them in light of what others have said.  
 
Participation in class is essential to a positive learning experience. I measure class participation 
based on the following criteria: arriving to class on time and staying awake; paying attention 
during short lectures; making thoughtful contributions to class discussions; engaging in focused 
freewriting activities; and respectful listening when I or your peers are speaking. Essentially, I 
look for evidence of your efforts to be fully engaged in your learning while you’re in this space.  If 
you are unable to meet the above criteria, I will take away participation points throughout the 
semester.  
 
I expect you to attend all class meetings. You can miss two classes, no questions asked. I do not 
differentiate between excused or unexcused absences with the exception of religious holidays. At 
your third absence and for each absence beyond that I will lower a portion of your final letter 
grade (an A becomes an A-, for example). You are responsible for all in class activities, readings, 
and homework while out.  
 
I expect you to be on time to class. A train delay or a late start here and there is no big deal, but 
if it happens more than twice I will count the third late arrival and each consecutive late arrival 
as an absence.  
 
E-mail Policy: 
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For weekday emails, please allow me up to 24 hours to reply.  I check email less regularly on 
weekends. Weekends are my time, and your time, to work independently and be slightly less 
connected. If you send me an email the night before a major essay is due, you risk not receiving a 
response in time.  
 
Disability Accommodations 
 
City Tech is committed to supporting the educational goals of enrolled students with disabilities 
in the areas of enrollment, academic advisement, tutoring, assistive technologies and testing 
accommodations. If you have or think you may have a disability, you may be eligible for 
reasonable accommodations or academic adjustments as provided under applicable federal, state 
and city laws. You may also request services for temporary conditions or medical issues under 
certain circumstances. If you have questions about your eligibility or would like to seek 
accommodation services or academic adjustments, please contact the Center for Student 
Accessibility at 300 Jay Street room L-237, 718 260 5143 
or http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/accessibility/.  
  
 
Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct 
 
Students who work with information, ideas, and texts owe their audience and sources accuracy 
and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and 
professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in 
information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding 
vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic 
dishonesty is prohibited in CUNY and at New York City College of Technology, and is 
punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of 
the College policy on Academic Integrity may be found in the catalog. 
 
Schedule and Assignments 
 
Due to the scaffolding nature of the assignment sequence, I will not be providing a semester 
homework schedule here. I will instead outline the major readings and assignments by 
corresponding unit and weeks. Please note that this is subject to change.  
 
 
Week 1  
 
Introductions, Course Policies and Procedures  
 
Week 2-4 Unit 1  
 
Discourse Community, Acquisition vs. Learning, Primary and Secondary Discourse, Discourse 
and Power, Privilege, Identity  
 
James Gee "What is Literacy?"  
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James Badlwin "If Black English Isn't a Language Then Tell Me What is?" 
 
Assignment: Literacy Narrative  
 
Weeks 5-8 Unit 2 
 
Genre Theory, How Texts Shape Activity, Genres and Discourse Communities, Introduction to 
Rhetoric 
 
Charles Bazerman "Speech Acts, Genres, and Activity Systems: How Texts Organize Activity 
and People" 
 
Covino & Joliffe "What is Rhetoric?"  
 
Haunani-Kay Trask "From a Native Daughter" 
 
Assignment: Rhetorical Analysis  
 
Weeks 9-13 Unit 3 
 
Literacy Sponsors, Critical Analysis, What is Synthesis? The Importance of Synthesis to the 
Academy  
 
Deborah Brandt "Sponsors of Literacy" 
 
Mahiri & Sablo "Writing for their lives: The non-school literacy of California's urban African 
American Youth" 
 
Assignment: Synthesis Paper  
 
Weeks 14-16 Unit 4  
 
Critical Reflection, Acquisition vs. Learning: Redux 
 
Assignment: Critical Reflection 
 
Final Note 
Things happen. If you experience difficulty with school, medical issues, personal or family 
problems, or anything else that interferes with your ability to keep up with this class, please advise 
me as soon as possible so that we can together look at options for you. It is my goal to teach you 
and help you learn to the best of your ability – I am here to guide you and there are many 
resources here at the New York City College of Technology to help you. If you feel 
overwhelmed, let me know. I can help. 
 
  
 
 


