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Students enrolling in English 1101, are doing so near the very beginning of the launch of the 2020 presidential election campaign. It is about four years after President Donald Trump became president of the United States (November, 2016). As the administration of preceding President Barak Obama has receded into history, and the current administration has implemented its changes, related events have been of both national and international significance. Related controveries have been well-explicated via a wide variey of communications media. As a result, discourse communities can be identified, focusing on specific controversies, and utilizing genres of communication tailored for specific audiences, situations, and purposes. 
English 1101, section _____, “In the News: Researching and Writing About Current Events” focuses on communications involved in the current presidential election campaign. Students work independently, and also collaboratively in small groups, while they:
· describe specific rhetorical situations;

· perform related genre analyses;

· describe the dynamic relationships between discourse communities and genres; 

· use research as a form of inquiry;
· incorporate citation practices suitable to the genre within which they are working;
· actually write in more than one genre with accompanying reflections;

· explain rhetorical choices. 
· as a final project, present related findings in a panel discussion. 

UNIT ONE

LITERACY NARRATIVE

OVERVIEW: The video that we just watched explored the transferability of cognitive skills between speaking, reading and writing. Today’s activities provide the opportunity for you to make this discussion more personal. It is a two part activity, in which you do the following

PART ONE

Compose a journal entry in which you:

· describe an instance in which you verbally persuaded a person or a group. 

· describe the audience, situation and purpose;

· describe the outcome;

· briefly explain why you believe the outcome was positive;

· identify elements of this speech act that influenced the positive outcome. 

PART TWO

Compose a journal entry in which you:
· describe an instance in which you wrote something designed to persuade a person or group. 

· describe the audience, situation and purpose;

· describe the outcome;

· briefly explain why you believe the outcome was what it was;

· identify elements of this written communication that might have contributed most to the outcome.

· be sure to explain the differences and similarities between this outcome and the previous verbal one.

On Wednesday, we will divide into small groups where you can share your experiences and get responses from your small group classmates. Length [at least 1000 words]
READINGS

Gargasz, Norma Jean, “Literacy Narratives” in The Bedford Book of Genres: a Guide and                                                    Reader, edited by Braziller, Amy and Elizabeth Kleinfeld, 85, 150-156.
UNIT TWO

PROBLEMS, CENTRAL QUESTIONS AND RHETORICAL ANALYSES
OVERVIEW: Identifying and proposing alternative solutions to problems is one of the primary challenges of serving as president of the United States. It is also a required skill set for most professions. Analyzing problems and selecting from among alternative solutions is also an ever-present part of everyday life, particularly within today’s rapidly changing political landscape.  This unit provides practice in recognizing, describing, deconstructing and identifying solutions to problems being debated against the backdrop of the current presidential election campaign The student :
· selects a specific problem that has been discussed within the current election campaign;
· identifies the central question and the competing answers to this question;

· explains how one particular candidate answers the central question;

· describes one or more discourse communities connected to the selected candidate and issue;
· identifies at least four genre of communication whereby the candidate presents his/her views regarding the controversy selected.

· summarizes the above research in a rhetorical analysis essay, focusing on problem, question, discourse community (s), situation, purpose, audience and genre (s) of communication. 
· Compose a literacy narrative/reflection which summarizes personal responses to the activities of this unit, and compares and contrasts the experiences within Unit ONE with the previouis literacy experiences submitted in Unit ONE. 
Required:

· Length of 1800 words

· MLA Documentation Style
· Length of 3-5 pages [2500 words]
· Works Cited Page

· Submitted as an Email Attachment

Resources

· See the Problem-Statement Essay Planning Worksheet
READINGS
· McMillan, Laurie, “What is the ‘Rhetorical Situation’ and Why Should I Care About It?”;

· Braziller, Amy and Elizabeth Kleinfeld, “Understanding Rhetorical Situations”, (6),
·  “  “       “Reading Rhetorical Situations” (10)
·  “   “       “Reading Genres”, (18) and “Same Genre Conventions”, (22).
·  “ “,       “Presentations”, “News Articles”, “Editorials and the “Opinion Pieces”, “Advertisements”, “Wikipedia Entries”, “Photo Essays”, “Graphic Memoirs”, “Fairy Tales”. 
UNIT THREE

COMPOSING IN THE GENRES
OVERVIEW: The art of identifying central questions and conveying one’s answers to them to a wide variety of audiences within a variety of situations is essential to presidential campaigns, professions, survival within academia and everyday aspects of life. This unit provides the opportunity to persuade a given audience to take an action related to a problem identified in Unit Two. The student selects and communicates his/her answer to the central question using a particular genre of communication through which to communicate with a particular audience in a particular situation.
Requirements

· At least 2500 Words

· Submitted as an Email Attachment
· Compose a literacy narrative/reflection which summarizes personal responses to the activities of this unit, and compares and contrasts them with experiences within Unit TWO and with previouis literacy experiences submitted in Unit ONE. 
READINGS

The Bedford Book of Genres: a Guide and  Reader, edited by Braziller, Amy and Elizabeth Kleinfeld, “Composing in the Genres, pages 201-267.
