ENG 1121 Final Essay Exam

Spring 2015

Exam A

1. Technology is everywhere and is so pervasive we usually do not know it—we can define technology as everything from being able to read and write, to having a telephone, or wearing glasses. Even though it is often silent or in the background, we can miss it when it has gone, or when we discover that someone else has something we need. Please explore the consequences of when, all of a sudden, we realize that we lack some kind of technology or we need to go without it. Use evidence and examples from one or more texts you have used this semester. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis.
2. An important theme in literature and culture is the conflict between the individual and society. We see this in a variety of ways and iterations: the reluctant hero who must save the day; the antagonist who was rejected from a group and feels the need to take revenge; the person who does not fit in and cannot understand why; the stranger who must learn the ways of a new society; the artist who, with special skills, can interpret for others the beauty of life. Create an argument about how an individual is in contrast to a group, culture, or society—and what that means to the individual and group. Use evidence and examples from one or more texts you have used this semester. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis.

3. People can be quite nostalgic about the past—whether they have experienced or not—and often say that the world we live in today is more (violent, unsafe, inflexible, unfriendly, etc.). Many of these same people forget that while today is indeed different from even the recent past, they do not acknowledge changes and strides that have made a positive difference in the world. Craft an argument for how the world today is in fact a less positive place than it was in the past, or the opposite. You might even argue that in many ways, both views can be true. Use evidence and examples from one or more texts you have used this semester. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis.
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1. A group or an individual gains strength when it must defend itself against an outside force that would do it harm. By gaining strength, it will also frequently gain a strong sense of identity. By this logic, a group’s or an individual’s sense of identity, then, is function of its relationship with those who stand against it. What happens to this sense of identity when this “other” is removed from the equation? Use evidence and examples from one or more texts you have used this semester. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis.

2. For decades, the private lives of celebrities have been public entertainment. More recently, technological changes have been moving society away from the public/private roles that individuals traditionally experience.  With the advance of technological communications, the private lives of average citizens are now becoming part of the social and public sphere. Discuss the impact technology is having on the private lives of people or characters from two works you’ve read over the course of the semester. Use evidence and examples from one or more texts you have used this semester. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis.

3. People and societies love to tell stories. Children ask parents where they came from, people tell each other how the world started, and the like. The “truth” of something, however, can change based on who is doing the telling. Using one or two works, show how people tell stories to each other that may or may not be true and how the concept of truth can be flexible and how it might be different for different people. Use evidence and examples from one or more texts you have used this semester. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis.

