1121 Essay Exam 2

Spring 2013

Follow the essay structure: have a thesis statement and support it with claims (topics), expand on those claims with evidence (examples from the text), and include analysis that explains and shows the link between topic and thesis—remember the three parts of a paragraph. You are under a time constraint and must be concise and specific—no fluff and filler. Do not spit out random information or answer questions that are not asked. Divide your time wisely! Choose two questions, each question is worth 50%.

1. A critic once said that main characters in literary work are often “caught in the stress of adversity.” One way of interpreting this is that characters can often find themselves stuck in a troubling situation without being able to find a way out. In one work you have read over the course of the semester, compare how one characters found themselves stuck in the “stress of adversity” and what they did about it. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis. 

2. A recurrent theme in literature often focuses on someone having their faith tested. This does not have to be religious faith. It can be faith in parents, in country, in truth, or anything similar. Using one work that you have read over the course of the semester, compare how one different characters deal with having their faith challenged. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis. 

3. Many people appreciate a sense of balance and when that balance is upset, they often do not know how to react. That balance could be in terms of power relations, gender relations, or even  such things as work and play. In one work you have read over the course of the semester, explain how and why being out of balance can be so disorienting to people and why they will go to great lengths to return to the way things were. Make sure to be specific in your discussion/analysis and be sure that your essay supports a clearly defined thesis. 
