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Thursday, September 10, 2015 // Formal Paper 1: The All-American Meal
Focus Task: Organization and Focus
Basic information:
9/10: Paper assigned and discussed in class
9/16: One paragraph summary of one chapter from Schlosser’s Fast Food Nation due at the start of class, typed
9/28: Outline and thesis statement due in class; include at least one quotation that you plan to use in your paper
10/5: Completed draft due in class, in hard copy, stapled. Drafts must be at least 4 pages (1200 words), double
spaced.
10/7: Peer review handout due; peer review in class.
10/14: Final submission due at the start of class. Final submission must be at least 1200 words long, and adhere
to MLA guidelines. Turn in your rough draft, the Peer Review sheets from your group, and the final draft,
clipped together.
Motivating Question:
Respond to Eric Schlosser’s chapters from Fast Food Nation with your own definition of the All-American
meal; your response should explain whether your chosen meal is considered “fast food” or not, and the elements
of the meal that make it, for you, “American.”

Purpose:
This assignment challenges you to present and sustain a logical argument in an attempt to convince your reader
of your position on a specific meal. As you write, consider the needs of your audience (ostensibly, any City
Tech student), and provide details that help readers imagine your experience. You should incorporate a
thoughtful response to Schlosser, explaining why you do (or do not) believe that fast food has become the AllAmerican meal.
The focus task of this assignment is organization and focus; specifically, you want to make sure your ideas are
presented in a way that is purposeful and logical. Therefore, you should create a detailed outline, with a thesis
statement, before coming to class on 9/28.
Advice:
The most successful responses to this assignment will state their objective early (in a thesis statement or a
focused introduction), and work logically and progressively to accomplish that objective. Effective papers will
demonstrate an awareness of their audience by defining unfamiliar or specialized terms and by using a
vocabulary that recognizes their reader’s needs.
Furthermore, effective papers will proceed logically through the elements of their argument (or the elements of
their analysis) in order to clearly and fully defend their position.
Please review the paper rubric (on the back) to remind yourself of the key areas being evaluated. The
characteristics of excellent (A-level) papers are identified there.

Academic Integrity:
Please remember the College’s policy on academic integrity and plagiarism (refer to the course syllabus or your
student handbook). Responsible scholarship requires you to submit work that is entirely your own, and that
properly cites and acknowledges any source material. Acts of plagiarism will result in a zero (0) for this
assignment, and may result in further penalty. Please ask if you have any questions.
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Content
A The paper shows a grasp of the full assignment. It
clearly states and explores a complex argument or
thesis with thoughtful, specific analysis. The paper is
written with coherence and clarity; it develops
connections among texts or the student’s own ideas,
and summarizes events, ideas, or sources only to
advance the argument, not to provide filler.
B The paper responds to the entire assignment, but
needs more thorough development. Connections
among ideas, aspects of a topic, or texts are stated
and explained. The paper does not overemphasize
retelling of plots or sequences of events, but describes
a sequence of thoughts or events or presents brief
summaries where necessary to develop and advance a
thesis.
C The thesis of the paper is an acceptable response to
the basic assignment, but is presented in too general
and vague a manner, and more detail and clarity are
needed. The paper relies mostly on brief assertions or
a summary of texts without much explanation or
commentary, but the assertions make sense or the
summaries are essentially clear and accurate.
Connections among texts are stated, but not discussed
in much detail.

Structure
The paper’s structure reflects logical thinking. Paragraphs are well
developed with precise use of detail and appropriate transitions.
Quotations are selected to advance the argument and support the
thesis, not to provide filler; they are introduced smoothly, enclosed in
quotation marks, and properly cited. The paper adheres to the
assignment’s length requirements.

Sophistication of Language
The paper shows excellent control of language,
appropriate use of vocabulary, and varied
sentence structure.

The paper is mostly logical and clear, but at times a transition may
be missing or a connection may not be clear. Paragraphs are
developed, but could use more elaboration or explanation.
Appropriate quotations are introduced and discussed as support for
ideas already expressed. The paper meets the length requirements.

The writer expresses thoughts clearly in standard The paper contains very few grammatical or sentence-level errors
English. Vocabulary is largely appropriate to the (or patterns of error). The paper is in the required format and
subject matter, and sentence structure is varied follows the appropriate system of documentation.
in effective ways.

The supporting ideas are related to the thesis but are not presented
in a logical order or developed with adequate specifics. Lack of
transitions and other disjunctions force the reader to infer what the
writer means. Paragraphs set up ideas but are not developed
adequately. Quotations are dropped into the text without introduction
or discussion, are often not the best evidence for the points they are
used to support, and are too long. The paper meets the length
requirements, but the writer does not really establish his or her own
voice, or demonstrate real engagement with the ideas expressed. The
thesis itself is self-evident rather than thoughtful or perceptive.
D The paper only responds to some parts of the
The supporting ideas are not logically ordered, and an absence of
assignment, or asserts a thesis that is so self-evident transitions makes it more of a list than an organized essay or
or superficial that it is hardly worthy of development. academic paper. Paragraphs are not developed at all. Quotations are
The paper makes no connections to other texts. Texts not introduced, do not relate to the ideas they are supposed to
are summarized and retold in simple terms.
support, and are not discussed. The writer seems to be making a
point, but repeats one or two ideas without elaborating or moving
on. The paper may not meet the length requirements.
F The paper does not fulfill the assignment, but rather The paper is a list of limited ideas in no logical order. Sometimes
for the most part ignores directions, or responds only one or two ideas will result in paragraphs, but they are not
to a part of the assignment, without showing much
developed. Quotations are missing or do not support the ideas, and
are not introduced or discussed. The essay does not meet the length
thought or detail on even that part.
requirements, or does so only by padding.

Mechanics
Errors, if any, are typographical rather than an indication of
problems with grammar; the paper is virtually error-free. The paper
is in the required format, follows the proper system of
documentation, and is handed in on time.

Sentences and phrases express the thesis and
The paper follows format and documentation requirements overall,
supporting ideas but are repetitive in pattern.
but shows grammatical or sentence-level errors (or patterns of
Occasional run-ons and fragments show problems error).
with sentence boundaries. Vocabulary is usually
appropriate to the subject matter, but not
precise enough to express complex thoughts.

Sentences and phrases are often unclear and
The many grammatical or sentence-level errors (or patterns of
may prevent the expression of coherent ideas,
error) interfere with clarity and coherence. Format or citation
making the paper illogical at times. Vocabulary requirements are ignored.
is limited, often inappropriate to the subject,
and inadequate for expression of complex ideas.
Sentences and phrases are generally illogical or
simple and repetitive, and the thinking is
difficult to follow. Vocabulary is simple or
inappropriate, and ideas are not explored.

There are many grammatical and sentence-level errors (or patterns
of error) that impede understanding. Format and citation
requirements are ignored. Key words, phrases, or sentences from the
reading or from other sources are copied without quotation marks
or are plagiarized outright from other sources. (Plagiarism may
have additional consequences as well as the failure of the paper in
which it occurs. See the Intellectual Integrity Policy for details.)

