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This assignment has been designed to help you gain experience in summarizing and responding 
to an essay. 
 
Learning Goals: 

• learn to write a clear summary of a college-level essay; 
• learn to note similarities and differences between class readings and your own personal 

experiences; 
• learn to center each paragraph around a specific subject; 
• learn to start each paragraph with a topic sentence; 
• learn to use transition statements to move the reader from topic to topic; 
• learn to quote from and respond to our assigned readings; 
• learn to cite quotations parenthetically according to MLA format; 
• learn to write with clear, grammatically correct prose. 

 
Paper Assignment: 
 
Choose to respond to one of the essays we have read so far in class. Write an essay that has the 
following structure: 

• A one-paragraph summary of the essay 
• Using at least 5-7 They Say/I Say templates, write a personal response to the essay that 

compares the author’s claims with your own experiences at the Brooklyn Historical 
Society. Examine the author’s argument and provide reasons why your own experiences 
do or do not support the author’s conclusions. 

• A conclusion 
• A works cited page 

 
The summary paragraph should follow the advice on the summary-writing handout that is 
attached to this assignment. Remember that the summary should have the following 
characteristics: 
 



 

• it should be only one paragraph 
• it should present the full name of the author, the title of the text, and the type of text it is 
• it should capture the main idea and supporting arguments of the text 
•  it should be neutral in tone 
• it should consist largely of your own words 
• it should explain the point-of-view of the author 

 
Strive for a clear, objective, concise description of the text. 
 
Begin your personal response to the essay in the second paragraph; use a transition sentence 
move the reader from the summary towards your own experiences. Focus on the ways in which 
your own experiences are similar to or different from the author’s experiences, and the reasons 
why those experiences have lead you to similar or different conclusions. For example: 
 
  While David Brooks believes that most people like to associate only with their 
like- minded peers,    my experiences as a child growing up on the Lower East 
Side of New York City gave me many    opportunities to see people put their 
beliefs about the positive aspects of diversity into practice. 
Make sure that, throughout the essay, you draw substantive parallels between your own 
experiences and those of the author you’re responding to. Consult the handout on quotations for 
guidance when quoting from an essay. Focus each paragraph on a specific point. 
 
Sample Topic: 
Nicholas Carr, “Is Google Making Us Stupid?”: 
-- Use your own experiences to support or challenge Carr’s main thesis in the essay. How have 
your own reading and writing practices changed in response to digital technologies? Do you 
skim texts rather than read them deeply? Support each of your points with specifics example 
from your own experiences. 
 
How to get started: 

• Begin working on the essay as early as possible 
• Read the essay more than once with the assignment in mind. 
• Mark passages that seem especially important or difficult to you. 
• Use lists and rough outlines to organize your ideas. 
• If you have trouble getting started, read the essay again and try to freewrite for a short 

amount of time. 
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