The New York City College of Technology

The City University of New York

Department of English/Program in ESL 
Professor:   Kelsey Fox
Semester: Spring 2017
Course: EL 21W.D848 (32550)
Room Voorhees-315     

Tuesdays and Thursdays
 
2:30pm – 5:00pm
Office Hours:  T/TH  1:30 – 2:00 in Namm 529 or by appointment
Contact: KFox@citytech.cuny.edu or Kelsey.c.fox@gmail.com 

Required Textbooks:
NorthStar Reading & Writing level 5, 4th ed

by Cohen & Miller 
ISBN: 978-0-13-338224-2
Understanding and Using English Grammar, 4th ed. 
by B. Azar, R. Koch & S. Hagen

Pearson Longman Press 
ISBN: 978-0-132415439

Required Dictionary:
You must have a paper dictionary to use in this course. 
Electronic dictionaries and cell phones will not be allowed during in-class assignments or on tests.
Required Materials:
You are expected to have a writing utinsel and paper in every class. You also need to have a folder or binder with pockets, as you will be expected to keep all handouts and assignments given throughout the semester. Extra copies will not be made for students who misplace handouts. It is your responsibility to keep track of your books and handouts. Regularly distracting other students to borrow or photograph their copies during class time will not be tolerated.
Cell Phone Policy:

You must turn your cellphone off or put it away on silent when class begins. Using a tablet or laptop to take notes is not recommended, but if used must be in airplane mode and the student must not be distracted by games or apps.

Late Assignments:

All late assignments must be turned in the following class meeting and will receive partial credit except certain excused situations at the professor’s discretion. All homework must be turned in either via commenting on the OpenLab or brought as a hard copy to class (depending on that assignment’s instructions). No emailed assignments are accepted unless the professor says otherwise. 

Even if you are absent, you are expected to keep up with the homework calendar and the OpenLab. It is your responsibility to follow along and know what is expected of you or to be in touch with classmates about what you have missed. If you fall behind, you will not meet the requirements to pass the course and will repeat the semester.
Course Description:
This is a second-level writing course in our three-level sequence. It connects reading and writing by asking you to read texts, discuss them, and write papers about them.

Writing Skills
The goal of the course  is to help you advance your academic writing competency and to improve your writing skills such as brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising and self-and peer- editing. 

Language Learning
In this class you will continue to develop your language proficinecy by ehancing your college-level vocabulary, gaining strong competency in grammar use, and developing more sophisticted syntax.

 Reading Skills
The reading in this course will help you grow as a reader, thinker, and a citizen, too. You will read and discuss current topics that are all based in the recognized college disciplines. You will read across different genres (types of text) both online and press. You will learn to distinguish among different writing types (genres) for different purposes. 
Course Goals
The syllabus in this course has been carefully planned to allow for further development of your  academic skills and general education. Everything that we do in this class should culminate in your ability to pass the CUNY Profficiency Test (CATW).
All our in-class and take-home assignments will prepare you for success in English Composition which you will have to take once you pass all CUNY proficiency tests.

Work Outside of Class
For best results, you should set aside time for homework during weekdays and weekends for this class. You will have frequent quizzes over reading and writing materials, serveral writing assignments, and a weekly readings. You are required to complete the homework in order to pass the course or to be recommended to take end of level testing.  
This is a serious college course. You need to commit in advance to working hard and studying very diligently. The success that you achieve in my course will help you in all of your future courses that focus heavily on writing and reading. Thus, you are gaining a lot by taking this class.

Assignments

There will be in and out of class reading and writing assignments. There will be take-home papers, in-class papers, reserch projects.

Exams
There are a midterm and a final exam in addition to vocabulary quizzes and grammar tests.
CATW Prep

 The ESOL program is both a college academic program offering courses in general education and an indirect vehicle for test preparation. However, test preparation is not the sole objective of our courses. The classwork will cover general education requirements for college readiness and it will also employ workshop model of writing and reading test preparation.
You will be recommended to take the CATW at the end of the semester as long as you satisfy all the following requirements:

· You have actively participated in class all semester

· You have not exceeded the maximum absences allowed

· You have turned in all assignments

· You have received an average of a 70% C grade on your work 

CATW Re-test

The re-testing will be given near the end of the semester. You will be given all the necessary information as soon as it becomes available. Simply being in this class does not mean you are garunteed to be recommended for retesting. (See above.)
Attendance Policy:
Students may not miss more than one week of classess. 3 lates counts as 1 absence. Absences or lateness will be excused on a case-by-case basis if the student brings documentation.
To be marked “present” in class for the day, you must be awake and engaged in the lesson. Simply being in the room is not enough. 

Open Lab:
You are required to have an Open Lab account for this course.
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/ is where you can make your account.
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/fox021wspring2017/ is our class website.

You will need to know your CityTech email address to register. If you can’t access your student email, you must contact the Help Desk on the first floor of the Atrium building You can also call them at 718-260-4900 or email them at studenthelpdesk@citytech.cuny.edu. (Please note that emailing takes time, so for quicker results, visiting or calling are recommended.)
A large perentage of you homework will be assigned through and require interacting with the OpenLab. You cannot pass the course or qualify for retesting without joining the OpenLab and completing this homework.
Grading Procedures:
“S” is a passing grade in this class. “R” means to retake this class next semester.
In order to pass the class you need to pass 70% by earning some percentage in all categories:  

Midterm Exam
20%

First Drafts
 20%

In-Class Assignments   5%

Final Exams 

20%

Second Drafts  10%

In-Class Participation   5%

Quizzes

10%





Homework and Blog
10%



Language Lab
This is ESOL’s own lab run in the Library A 404a  

Students meet with designated instructors in private, semi-private or group sessions to work on: Writing / Reading / Speaking.

· Instructors can fill out the initial referral and establish how many sessions the student needs to get. 
· The designated instructors in the lab will follow up, send reminders, send feedback, and keep track of students.  Students bring their own writing or graded writing to the lab so tutors can help explain some of the issues. They can also bring grammar or reading books.

· Tutors are not expected to correct student work; they do not comment on class instructor’s feedback; they can assist with some strategies for planning the assignment but strictly as the class instructor indicated. 
· The most valuable role of designated instructor tutors is to help with weaknesses that the student has. Tutors do not reteach CATW but they can help practicing what the classroom teacher has taught.  
Tutoring starts the fourth week in February and runs through the end of the semester. The times available are as follows:


Wednesdays 
10am-1pm in the Language Lab

4pm-6pm online via the OpenLab


Thursdays
11am-2pm in the Language Lab

Plagiarism: 
Academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at the New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of the college’s policy on Academic Intergrity may be found in the catalog.
If you plagiarize and assignment, you will receive a 0 on that assignment. You may also face expulsion from the class or school, espeically for repeat offenses.

