The New York City College of Technology

The City University of New York

Department of English/Program in ESL 
Professor:   Kelsey Fox
Semester: Fall 2016

Course: EL 21W.D846 (27025)
Room N-517      

Tuesdays and Fridays
 
2:00 – 3:40

Thursdays



2:15 – 3:55

Office Hours:  T/TH  1:00 - 1:30 in Namm 529 or by appointment
Contact: KFox@citytech.cuny.edu or Kelsey.c.fox@gmail.com 

Required Textbooks:
NorthStar Reading & Writing level 5, 4th ed

by Cohen & Miller 
ISBN: 978-0-13-338224-2
Understanding and Using English Grammar, 4th ed. 
by B. Azar, R. Koch & S. Hagen

Pearson Longman Press 
ISBN: 978-0-132415439

Required Dictionary:
You must have a paper dictionary to use in this course. 
Electronic dictionaries and cell phones will not be allowed during in-class assignments or on tests.
Required Materials:
You are expected to have a writing utinsel and paper in every class. You also need to have a folder or binder with pockets, as you will be expected to keep all handouts and assignments given throughout the semester. Extra copies will not be made for students who misplace handouts.
Course Description:
This is a second-level writing course in our three-level sequence. It connects reading and writing by asking you to read texts, discuss them, and write papers about them.

Writing Skills
The goal of the course  is to help you advance your academic writing competency and to improve your writing skills such as brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising and self-and peer- editing. 

Language Learning
In this class you will continue to develop your language proficinecy by ehancing your college-level vocabulary, gaining strong competency in grammar use, and developing more sophisticted syntax.

 Reading Skills
The reading in this course will help you grow as a reader, thinker, and a citizen, too. You will read and discuss current topics that are all based in the recognized college disciplines. You will read across different genres (types of text) both online and press. You will learn to distinguish among different writing types (genres) for different purposes. 
Course Goals
The syllabus in this course has been carefully planned to allow for further development of your  academic skills and general education. Everything that we do in this class should culminate in your ability to pass the CUNY Profficiency Test (CATW).
All our in-class and take-home assignments will prepare you for success in English Composition which you will have to take once you pass all CUNY proficiency tests.

Work Outside of Class
For best results, you should set aside time for homework during weekdays and weekends for this class. You will have frequent quizzes over reading and writing materials, serveral writing assignments, and a weekly readings. You are required to complete the homework in order to pass the course or to be recommended to take end of level testing.  
This is a serious college course. You need to commit in advance to working hard and studying very diligently. The success that you achieve in my course will help you in all of your future courses that focus heavily on writing and reading. Thus, you are gaining a lot by taking this class.

Assignments

There will be in and out of class reading and writing assignments. There will be take-home papers, in-class papers, reserch projects.

Exams
There are a midterm and a final exam in addition to vocabulary quizzes and grammar tests.
CATW (CUNY Assessment Test of Writing)
This is a college course, not a CATW workshop. You need to pass the course (which requires completing most assignments, participating in class, and passing most exams) and have excellent attendance in order to qualify to take the CATW re-test. 
CATW Re-test

The re-testing will be given near the end of the semester. You will be given all the necessary information as soon as it becomes available. Simply being in this class does not mean you are garunteed to be recommended for retesting. (See above.)
Attendance Policy:
Students may not miss more than 10% of classes. 3 lates counts as 1 absence. Absences or lateness will be excused on a case-by-case basis.

To be marked “present” in class for the day, you must be awake and engaged in the lesson. Simply being in the room is not enough. 
Open Lab:
You are required to have an Open Lab account for this course.
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/ is where you can make your account.
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/fox021wfall2016/ is our class website.

You will need to know your CityTech email address to register.

Grading Procedures:
“S” is a passing grade in this class. “R” means to retake this class next semester.
In order to pass the class you need to pass 70% by earning some percentage in all categories:  

Midterm Exam
20%

Papers


15%
Final Exam 

20%

Quizzes

20%


In-Class Participation 10%

Homework and Blog
15%


Plagiarism: 
Academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at the New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of the college’s policy on Academic Intergrity may be found in the catalog.
If you plagiarize and assignment, you will receive a 0 on that assignment. You may also face expulsion from the class or school, espeically for repeat offenses.

