English 1121 Suggested Final Topics

Prepared by Professor C. Goodison

Spring, 2014

Directions: Choose one of the topics below and write a well-organized essay answering the question. In each case you are asked to refer to readings you have done this semester, and quote or summarize passages from the readings to strengthen the points you make in your essay. 

Questions:
1. Write an essay discussing the consequences of people making unpopular or unexpected choices. You must include references to at least one work you have read this semester. Some things worth considering are: Does the character’s actions influence the final outcome positively, negatively or neither? What other choices were available? Why were those neglected? 
2. Write an essay discussing what it takes to prepare someone for the ‘real world’. What are the traits or behaviors necessary, according to the work you read? What are your own thoughts about what it takes for someone to succeed in life? Use examples from a text you have read to show how the presence or lack of a particular character trait leads to someone’s failure or success.
3. Referring to readings covered this semester where the role of women is explored, discuss the role of women as you see them in your own life and as you read about them in class. How have our expectations of women’s roles changed? How have they stayed the same?
4. Alienation can be described as feeling shut out by a majority group, or feeling rejected, not accepted for who you are. Can you think of a text you have read where an individual, perhaps because of a ‘difference’ like race, income level, religion, sexuality or nationality is made to feel misunderstood or alone. Describe how or why you think this happens. 
5. As religious and/or spiritual beings, humans have tried to make sense of their place in the world, and the moral responsibilities that are placed on them if they hope to live in a meaningful way with themselves, their environment, and others. Using a text or author you have discussed this semester show how our traditional striving to make sense of things that may be hard to understand have turned people to the spiritual aspects of themselves. Say how religion or spirituality has been useful in such situations.
6. Formal education is the lessons you learn in school. Informal education is the lessons you learn outside of school, maybe from friends, relatives, the Internet, or television. Using a text or author you have discussed this semester show how education, formal, informal or both, have helped people manage their lives in a useful way. 
Your paper must be typed, 


12 point font, 



black ink on white page. 

Number your pages. 

Include your last name and paper’s title in the heading of each page after the 
first. 

On the first page the title should be centered. 

Keep the paper in the same font. 

No need to underline, bold, italicize, enlargen or underline the title on the first 
page. 

Your paper must be double-spaced, 


and proofread for mistakes. 

Your final submission should be free of spelling, punctuation and grammatical 
mistakes. 
Carefully proof your paper before submission. 

Make sure the sentences are clear, and read as you intend.

You have one of six options: see overleaf. 3-5 pages

*
*
*

Grade Breakdown

2 essays (includes draft)( 25%

Midterm exam( 25%

Participation and attendance (includes class work)( 25%

Final essay (includes draft)( 25%

Remaining Schedule

Wed Apr 23: Writing Workshop
Mon Apr 28: Writing Workshop
Wed Apr 30: Writing Workshop
Mon May 05: Writing Workshop
Wed May 07: Final draft due
Mon May 12: Final wrap-up
Wed May 14: Conclusion

Mon May 19: Conclusion

Wed May 21: Conclusion
