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Essay 2 

It is common to immigrant families living in the United States to send money to their 

home country. It is because the filial piety is instilled in every single child that grew up in 

their respected countries. Filial Piety is a form of respect rendered by children to their parents 

for raising them when they age. Like in Junot Diaz’s article The Money, the children were 

instilled about discipline, respect, and honesty. As the children were instilled about the moral 

ethics, the adults who are supposed to be an example are the ones who are not doing what is 

right. This situation causes a dilemma if moral ethics should be followed or not because of 

the fact that respect for elders should be given.  Like my childhood memories when I was in 

the Philippines, and growing up in the United States. 

Growing up in the Philippines for me is a way for me to see how working hard for my 

dreams should be. I was entrusted to my grandmother and aunt, while my parents are working 

in the United States. The adults are instilling respect in the younger generation because it is 

the way to progress things, and to get things done the way they should be. Valuing trust is 

what matters to the Filipino moral ethics. It is to secure the respect  that is given by another 

person regardless of age, gender, and religion. When I was educated on saving money, I 

saved some money given to me as pocket money for food while I am going to school. I saved 

money in times of emergency, I can just take the money out, and buy all the necessities 

needed. But one day, when I came home from school, I checked to count the money. It was 

all gone when I looked, same for my little cousin. Then I saw my aunt with the money that 

she probably used for gambling. When I confronted her, right before I asked her about the 

money, she said to me that “ I did not take your money” to that point, I knew it was her. She 



was about to throw a hit at me, but I dodge, and throw a hit at her. Then I took my money, 

and my cousin took her money as well. When I reported it to my father, my father got mad at 

her for her irresponsible ways, and taking another person’s property. 

The event that happened to me, had broken the trust I got in some of my relatives, due 

to the fact that they cannot give respect for us. It is because they are older, they think they are 

better than anyone else. The enigma in this situation is when I told my aunt that stealing is 

wrong, she said it is but she is still doing it.  As mentioned above, she had destroyed the trust 

instilled on each of us, and the respect that is supposed to be rendered to each other; that she 

wants to respect her, but cannot respect other people.  When I took back the money, I took it 

the unexpected way which is not right according to my ethics. But I have to do such things to 

fight back to do what is right. Like in Lawrence Kohlberg’s studies about moral ethics, it 

varies on cultures, religion, tradition, and the environment where a person grew up, or 

experienced (Weir). When I was growing older, I found out that when she was young, they 

were all living in poverty, and wanted to have money to get their lives better.  Her experience 

had led to stealing money from her nieces and nephews, because of her mentality she had 

when she was young.  

Despite all the things that happened, I forgave her for the things she had done for 

stealing my money. Money was not the issue, it was the trust that was broken because I 

looked up as her as an example of doing what is right. Trust and respect is the issue because 

they are the foundation of healthy relationships. At that time when that event happened, I was 

only 10 years old. In which as a young child, I depend on them by doing what is right. When 

children are growing, the thoughts of the children are growing as well. It is the time when I 

thought the adults I see are in authority, but I was wrong because as time is passing by, I can 

sense if they are morally wrong or not. It is because of the fact that children are trained who 



to follow, and who is authorizing things like parents, teachers, or anyone who can judge 

based on the actions ( Monroe & Amidon). 

When I moved to New York City in 2011 from the Philippines. It was a great change for me, 

because of the language, and the environment is different from where I got used to. As time went by, I 

learned how to speak English fluently, and I got used to the environment. I have learned more about 

Mathematics and History. Before I reached college, I faced so many struggles like people are 

stereotypes of immigrants, especially on the Asian people like me. Immigrants like Junot Diaz, faced 

many troubles because of the fact that they are not from the United States. That the immigrants always 

faced troubles of racism, discrimination, and  prejudice from the average Americans. In my high 

school years, I was bullied by a group of people who were known as the drug-dealers. But I have 

decided to learn Mixed Martial Arts, after I was bullied by their notorious leader. In fact, I fought 

back, and have made them beg for mercy. I have kicked and punched them one by one, and after that 

they have stopped bothering me until they got kicked out of the school. There is one person who tried 

me, when he pushed me to the wall, and I fought back by bouncing back to throw an elbow strike at 

his chest, where the solar plexus is located. He almost lost his breath that day, and I came to realize 

that I am becoming a monster that I have sworn not to become. But I did help him, and made sure he 

is alright. Events like bullying can change a person, either they become a bully or they become the 

hero of the person being bullied. 

The people who are doing wrong things have also reasons why they do such things, like 

stealing the money, bullying and many more. It may be the result of their experience, like what 

happened to my aunt, when they were young, they do not have enough food to sustain them, in which 

hunger has driven her to be more materialistic.  They were educated about right and wrong, but they 

still continue on doing what is wrong. It is a trait of a sociopath, because they do not consider the 

consequences of their actions, respect to people, and making other people believe in their lies. The 

bullies are the trait of psychopaths in which they are lacking in morality, superiority complex, and 

pathological lying.  They can do more evil acts that can inflict danger to people without remorse like 



in the The Purloined Letter, in which they made up stories, after hurting a person in which they 

manipulate other people. 

After I came to realize that I am becoming the person I do not want to become, I still continue 

Mixed Martial Arts to help people stay away from trouble. I am now a Civil Engineering Student, and 

an Army ROTC Cadet. Yes, there are many things happening in my life, but I am learning as time is 

passing by.  What I still carry on since my childhood are respect for all people, and  a sense of pride in 

everything I work on. Activities like architectural drawings, mathematical equations, mixed martial 

arts, and scientific research are keeping me busy. They are also helping me build connections and 

relationships with people.  

The activities are a great way to stay positive on many things, a person who is involved with 

positivity, and is applying what he/she has learned when they were young is a great way to live. Like 

what happened to me when I was young, I have forgiven all those people who have done wrong things 

to me. Because forgiving the people who have wronged me is the best way to relieve myself from any 

forms of anger that can ruin my life.  

I am brave enough to say no to any bad things that can ruin my life, and I am stoical to what 

is right to do. I live with the Cadet Motto which is “ A Cadet Will Not Lie, Cheat, Steal, or Tolerate 

Anyone Who Does” . In which I do not tolerate any wrongdoings, which the right thing must be done 

no matter what. In conclusion, all things that happened to me are in the past, and it was a lesson that 

trust and respect shall never be broken no matter what. With the situation with my aunt, and my 

bullying experience. I have manage to forgive those kinds of people, by doing what is right, and 

fighting for what is right. 
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