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         “The Purloined Letter” by Edgar Allen Poe a revered and talented literary genius whose 

works have etched themselves into the lessons of advanced English courses around the world 

and had uniquely changed the interpretation or conception of emanating ideas into concrete 

and influential forms of rhetoric. This piece of literature was a short story in the mystery 

sub-genre of “Cozy Mysteries”, a cozy mystery is a plot which holds the main detective or 

character to procedurally solve the enigmatic case via methods guided by their own 

intelligence rather than traditional police procedures. This story geniously highlights the 

intellect of Edgar Allen Poe by challenging the main police principles of detective procedures 

but what really makes this story stand apart is the level of analysis into the mind of the Police 

and exposure of fault in critical investigative practices conducted by the detectives in the 

story. Edgar Allen Poe was able to explicitly unearth these faults with the use of many 

literary elements most commonly seen in this story is figurative language and the 

comparisons of the literal and theory in order to emphasize or convey a point efficiently. I 

think the most unique part about this story was the detailed analysis of how the mystery was 

solved after having a discussion with the Parisian Police Prefect in which the case was very 

explicitly discussed and then boiling down the thought process after it was solved due to such 

disclosure of information. The structure of events showed a previous investigation had taken 



place and then the undisclosed intellectual process via cross-examining the information 

derived from the Chief’s “questioning”, I’d rename it due to the outcome it manifested and 

this definitely defined the most intriguing aspect of the story, investigating the investigator. 

          This passage is about a man who solves the mystery of a stolen document that is of 

great importance to the Parisian government, this perceived clever intellectual then indulges 

into a conversation with the Parisian Chief of Police who discloses how despite the 

department’s in-depth and invasive detective work which covered a wide variety of key 

variables in the investigation had proved to lead nowhere. A month has passed after this 

discussion and the Police Chief returns to Dupin, the Chief had informed Dupin that the 

reward for help in locating this document had doubled and revealed that he himself would 

give up 50,000 francs for any help leading to the retrieval of said stolen file. Following the 

reveal of having found said file, a check was signed and the Chief had immediately departed 

the homestead with the document in hand, following his departure Dupin would in detail 

describe how he himself was able to find it while an organized and invasive detective sweep 

despite how severely particular they kept their inquiry had fallen short of the goal. Dupin 

would then explain how stock the department’s efforts were because they thought like 

detectives and not criminals. This can be seen in Dupin’s pontification following the 

departure of the chief in this excerpt,”They consider only their own ideas of ingenuity; and, 

in searching for anything hidden, advert only to the modes in which they would have hidden 

it. They are right in this much --that their own ingenuity is a faithful representative of that of 

the mass; but when the cunning of the individual felon is diverse in character from their own, 

the felon foils them, of course.” Dupin explains that in order to catch a criminal then one 

must immerse themselves into a criminal’s mindset and then devolve the perceived obstacles 

such criminals faced and overcame through the analysis of varied methods available to be 



conducted. “They have no variation of principle in their investigations; at best, when urged 

by some unusual emergency --by some extraordinary reward --they extend or exaggerate their 

old modes of practice, without touching their principles. What, for example, in this case of 

D--, has been done to vary the principle of action? What is all this boring, and probing, and 

sounding, and scrutinizing with the microscope, and dividing the surface of the building into 

registered square inches --what is it all but an exaggeration of the application of the one 

principle or set of principles of search, which are based upon the one set of notions regarding 

human ingenuity, to which the Prefect, in the long routine of his duty, has been accustomed?” 

This quote unveils how inefficient the investigation conducted by the police was and in fact 

revealed a fault in the appropriate mindset which was needed to come to conclusion and 

retrieve this document, by eliminating all preconceived notions he was able to effectively 

come to his conclusions. My only question in the literary style that Edgar Allen Poe delivers 

this piece would be why would he censor Dupin by putting out “D---” instead of the actual 

name, this reminded me of how classified documents would also censor out certain 

information on the file and I perceive it as a unique way to immerse the story and the ready 

further into the plot. 

          Another text which is similar to this mystery styled piece of literature would be a 

reading that was assigned to us in the course called “The Money” by Junot Diaz a story in 

which the family of a lower class Dominican boy living in a bad neighborhood faces a 

robbery which causes the loss of a closely coveted stash of money with a predetermined 

purpose of feeding their mother country's poor family. This robbery had shaken the 

matriarchal figure in his household and would propel the main character to use his intuition 

and investigate his friends whom his mother accused her children of giving up the drop on 

their vacant household during their 2 week vacation in which this burglary had taken place. 



This would connect the two stories under the same pretext of a stolen desirable and an 

intellectual impulse after analysis of inquiry and then further uncoverings to be done after the 

fact. 

          The encyclopedia Britannica definition of the mystery genre is, “Mystery story, 

ages-old popular genre of tales dealing with the unknown as revealed through human or 

worldly dilemmas; it may be a narrative of horror and terror, a pseudoscientific fantasy, a 

crime-solving story, an account of diplomatic intrigue, an affair of codes and ciphers and 

secret societies, or any situation involving an enigma.” The definition of this genre would 

match the plot of “The Money” because it revolved around an unknown being resolved 

through a moral dilemma in order to uncover the plot enigma. The boy had to break into his 

friend’s house and search around for the stolen money in order to affirm his mother’s 

accusations which were the only leads in the mystery. This coincides with Poe’s story 

because it is about going through unconventional channels to obtain the information needed 

to reach the solution of the variable in question. Poe’s story however differs from “The 

Money” because after arriving at the solution the thought process of traditional policing was 

criticized for its predictability and scrutinized, “The Money” plot ends when the money is 

found and returned seemingly for no good cause as the final remarks give way to. 

        To conclude, the uniqueness of Edgar Allen Poe’s story “The Purloined Letter” would in 

my opinion derive from the process of not following procedural investigative work and 

thinking outside of the box in a traditional mystery genre setting, the explanation of his 

processes also help in figuring out how and why the police methods were ineffective. 

Traditional genre plotlines would have an unknown, investigating clues, conclusion, while 

this story had an unknown, investigating the investigation and then a conclusion, this 

displayed a deeper level of thinking. 

https://www.britannica.com/art/genre-literature
https://www.britannica.com/art/fantasy-narrative-genre
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/enigma
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