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In “The money” by Junot Diaz, this is a story of Junot’s family who had migrated 

to New Jersey from the Dominican Republic where his mother didn’t have a job the only 

job was to take care of him and his other four siblings, while his father was the one who 

had a job even though he was always being laid off his job and even times he couldn’t find 

a job to provide his family. This family had such financial problems which made it tougher 

to be living in a country were everything, was expensive, but also even though Junot’s 

parents did have enough money, they use to save up so they could help family back in the 

Dominican Republic which his mother used to keep hidden and Junot & siblings wouldn’t 

be able to touch it since it was so important to them. Until one day the family had decided 

to take a vacation since they always under a stress about their living situation but before 

that Junot had mentioned to his friends about how his mother was saving up money and 

even mentioned where it was kept which days later they had arrived home from their 

vacation they discover the house being robbed, everything toused, and the money had been 

stolen with someone Junot belongings as well. This event was devastated by his mother 

because it months or maybe even years of money being saved that was taken, Junot even 

devastated after his belongings being stolen as well goes and trying to find who was the 

who stole and mentions to his friends were he discovered was two of them who had but 



doesn’t say a word about it. Junot figures out a way to break into that person’s house who 

he thought was a thief and for his luck it was, he had found everything but doesn’t call the 

police or anyone just takes it like as the did to him. Junot decides to give the money back 

after think of keeping the money to his mother which she was so much amazed by it. The 

expression of the word “burglarizing” it could be interpreted as how the reader wants 

because there so many thought into in wether is wrong or right which it reflects into Junot 

for going back and doing the same thing as what the thieves did, which it seems wrong and 

it hypocrite because Junot mentions “had been a normal neighborhood this is when the 

cops would have been called and my ass would have been caught burglarizing” but 

“burglarizing” his home while they were gone it was wrong and no one did nothing about. 

In a way he was just trying to do what it was best for him, he imagines himself as an 

investigator trying to solve a mystery which all it was played out on his head and he 

wanted to solve on his own, he knew his neighborhood were no police was going to be 

able to help him since he was just a kid. 

The unique of the text it gives the reader a more clear visualization on how the 

room looked after the thieves had taken the money because the work “burglarizing” is 

more straight up and doesn’t have too much impact as explaining it thoroughly but 

also the similarity of both of the events because wether another person reading this 

story had a different perspective the message of the both of Junot and his friend 

“burglarizing”  whether both of them had different interpretation of the situation were 

maybe the thief was jealous about Junot and want to steal his favorite dungeous just 

because he liked them as well but while in the process of finding it, the thief 



encounters himself with the money and took it as well which is all how the reader 

wants to interpret each character which is the similarity about this story based on both 

events. The differences from there it comes these two is events the reason behind 

each robbery, both of their intentions lead them to make those actions whether to 

them if it was good or bad there is two side of the story which is more portrayed on 

Junot side than the thief. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


