LITERARY ANALYSIS ESSAY PLANNING WORKSHEET

This worksheet is useful during the brainstorming phase of composing the literary analysis essay. completed worksheet can also serve as a basis for creating an outline that helps to create the first draft of the essay. It might help to first study the Literary Analysis Assignment Description below. Then complete the planning worksheet immediately below. In answering the questions, be sure to reference specific sections or pages of the short story. For this assignment, select the story [see the list above] that most relates to the overall theme assigned to your small group at the beginning of the course. Be sure to type the name of the story in the appropriate space at the top of the worksheet.
Short Story __________________   Author ____________________

	With what overall problem does this short story deal?


	Why is this problem significant?


	

	What point (s) is the author making about this problem?


	How does the author craft the plot so that it helps the author to make his/her point?


	What are other features of the story that help the author make his/her point?


	Considering the research that you have already completed for earlier essays, is this short story consistent or contradictory to your conclusions about the problem being explored?


	If it this current author’s (or producer’s) conclusion about the problem differs from yours, how might you change the plot, characters and other features so that they are more consistent with the conclusion that you have drawn?



