English 2201
American Literature 1865- 2020
New York City College of Technology, City University of New York

Spring 2020
Professor:   Dr. Caroline Hellman

Email: chellman@citytech.cuny.edu ; Also available by phone for virtual office hours! Email me to set up an appointment. 
In this course, we will explore the history and literature of the United States from the post-Civil War era to the present. Across this broad swath of time, we will read progressive voices taking measure of art and self, trying to advance the project of the United States and contributing to political, economic, cultural, and philosophical debates about the very identity of the country.  Our readings, including poems, short stories, political writings, essays, and letters, will speak to democracy, migration, religion, race, class, gender, sexuality, war, and nature (among other topics!). I encourage you to draw connections with other disciplines (science, art, architecture, technology, etc), American and otherwise, as well as with current events. At the heart of our class will be the question of how (and whether it is possible) to define American literature. 
Grading
· Class Participation (includes OpenLab contributions)



25%
· Paper #1








25%
· Midterm Exam








25%
· Final Project








25%
Extra Credit Opportunity: Current Event/ Article Response Paper and OpenLab Post (post your discussion to our course OpenLab site)
Class Policies and Procedures
We will be discussing U.S. history, which means that difficult, uncomfortable subjects arise. Respect—for everyone in the room--is important. Cell phones should be invisible and silent. 
New York City College of Technology Policy on Academic Integrity
Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of the College policy on Academic Integrity may be found in the catalog.
Accessibility Statement 

City Tech is committed to supporting the educational goals of enrolled students with disabilities in the areas of enrollment, academic advisement, tutoring, assistive technologies and testing accommodations. If you have or think you may have a disability, you may be eligible for reasonable accommodations or academic adjustments as provided under applicable federal, state and city laws. You may also request services for temporary conditions or medical issues under certain circumstances. If you have questions about your eligibility or would like to seek accommodation services or academic adjustments, please contact the Center for Student Accessibility at 300 Jay Street room L-237, 718-260-5143 or http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/accessibility/. 
Class Schedule

3/19 
Staceyann Chin Reflections and Responses. 
3/24 
Mary Wilkins Freeman, “A New England Nun” (1891) 
3/26 
Wilkins Freeman
4/2 
Ezra Pound, “In a Station of the Metro” (1916)
T.S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (1915)

 William Carlos Williams, “The Great Figure” (1921)
4/7 & 4/9 
NO CLASS (Wednesday Schedule / Spring Break)

4/14
Catching up with any late posts

4/16
Catching up with any late posts
4/21 
James Baldwin, “Letter to My Nephew” (1962).  
4/23 
Baldwin. 
4/28 
 Begin Final Project Reflection (work on outline/notes). Optional: Watch online: James Baldwin, I Am Not 
Your Negro (film) (2016)  
4/30 
 Finish outline/notes for Final Project Reflection—decide on ideas you are discussing and texts that you 

want to mention that support your ideas
5/5 
Work on Final Project Reflection: rough draft
5/7 
Work on Final Project Reflection: finish rough draft. Email it to Prof. Hellman if you want feedback.
5/12 
Work on Final Project Reflection: complete final draft of Reflection. 
5/14
Post Final Project Reflection on OpenLab. Read and respond to 2 classmates’ posts.
