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                               Homelessness & The Economy

Homelessness in New York City is a concern that we need to act collectively and put an end to. I personally believe greed has led to the rise of homelessness in New York City. With all the resources we have acquired over the years and technology advance, no living human being should be struggling with housing problem. I have noticed many people sleeping in subways during winter time and on the concrete pavement during Summer time and it really defile common sense. Homelessness is a reality in New York City and I'm appealing to law makers to dig deep into the root cause of homelessness and up root the cause of the problem the sooner the better for the city and tax payers.  
 More than half of New York population are worried of losing their apartment within a month if they were to lose their job. What I'm trying to stress on is that, New Yorkers are living hand to mouth yet we heard politicians over and over fooling us about raising the minimum wage to a living wage. How many times do we witness minimum wages and housing prices rise simultaneously? This same old method of eradicating poverty in New York City will never work.  I want every New Yorkers to stand up to lawmakers and let them know that affordable housing for every New Yorker is a most.  
   I felt homelessness is an issue of concern in New York City. I never knew how homelessness have eaten very deep to the very fabric of New York City. Sometimes I analyze the paradox of homelessness in a city with multiple skyscrapers, clusters of empty buildings and hotels but couldn't make an aorta of sense from the pitiful condition. 
      At first, I always blame homeless people in the subways with their smelly garments and nappy hair and reward the system that causes homelessness in most cases. Not all homeless people are lazy and not all lazy people are homeless. I'm not trying to fully blame the broken system that causes homelessness neither I'm I going to blame homeless people. I understand that some people get into substance abuse and alcohol as a result, they couldn't be in control of their lives and they end up being homeless in the streets. But the serious fact of the matter is that some hardworking people end up being homeless because the broken system fail to reward them enough to make ends meet. As a result, they end up in the streets of New York City and subways transit desperate and depress, therefore the only solace they could turn into is drug and alcohol. So the broken system cause lot of alcoholic and drug addicts.
      I can't understand why should people work nine to five, six days a week yet they can't afford to put a roof over their head. This is a pitiful condition. I started having empathy for homeless people when I was working in a family shelter in Brooklyn. Most of these homeless families have a job they report yet those jobs can't afford to put a roof over their heads, yet those they work and make tons of money for have billions stored for future generations. What an irrational society are we living in. The poor are being exploited by the rich and being fool by politicians. 
     I start thinking deeply about the issues of homelessness in New York City when I read this article about homeless from Adler. In this article, he breakdown the figures of homelessness in the city year in and out, but the figures seem pitiful. Base on Adler's article, the average figure of homelessness per annum is fifty-nine thousand. This figure Adler reported exclude those homeless people sleeping in the streets and subways. 
    Adler wrote about how homeless people protested in the heart of Manhattan with boards inscribed with messages to New York City mayor. Well, Adler's article emphasizes on how preceding mayor's fail to address homelessness in New York City properly and I couldn't agree more. The current mayor Bill details Blasio is make profound effort to tackle the issues of homelessness but yet, his effort is being impede by various political factors and also the public not wanting a homeless facility to be constructed in their neighborhoods.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I just want the general public to know that, being without a roof over one’s head, is not a thing one wish for. Having a homeless person as a neighbor should be a pride and a chance to reach out to help. The government is barely doing enough to tackle homelessness in the city of New York. It has been revealed by research that homeless people are prone to diseases such as HIV, Diabetes, pneumonia and asthma. This finding has always been true and is increasingly becoming true because homeless facilities are not properly taking care of, therefore, a breeding place for diseases causing organisms. Micro shelters, in NYC are totally untidy with twenty people sharing a dorm with tiny beds little lockers to keep their belongings. What a breeding place for disease causing organisms. Based on empirical observation, most of the homeless people in a micro shelter health deteriorate the longer they continue to live in the shelter. Some people in shelters are over sixty-five years I would recommend for them to be in nursing homes instead of such deplorable condition. Some are mentally ill and others could easily be recycling into the society. This could be done by providing a psychiatry to help them quit their old habits. I think this could be a healthy solution for this people to be productive once again and be useful to the society and themselves.  Keeping them in such a horrible condition, given them food and unemployment benefits is not helping at all. Most of them still keep their old habits of drug abuse, therefore, the willingness to work for a living continue to diminished. Youth homelessness continue to rise to an unprecedented level, this doesn't tell well about the future of our labor force. Youths are the backbone of our economy, losing one to homelessness and loose drugs in the streets is exposing our city and nation to a gloomy future. Youth empowerment should start with the environment youths are exposed to.
Homelessness is primarily cause by 
1. Lack of employment
2. Low wages 
3.Drugs and alcohol
4. Rise in housing cost annually
5.Gentrification 
We would like to urge the city government and the general public for us to join hands and address this issues that keep leading some hardworking New Yorkers to homelessness. It’s obvious that the economy is the driving tool to homelessness. As a result of bad economy policy, many youngsters result to selling drugs and prostitution is on the rise as well. 
   The problem of homelessness could be solved by: 
1. Good economy policy. This could be achieved by lawmakers in Congress and the city of New York in particular to work for the interest of the masses than few businessmen who propel them in offices. Economy policy should always be drafted to favor the majority of our community. We both could bear witness that in most instances, our very lawmakers, both in Congress and the city council are being highjack by those with finance capabilities. This is something the masses need to stand and get rid of the sooner the better for our beloved city. Lawmakers need to make sure, every working person in the city of New York is being paid a wage that quadruple the cheapest apartment in the city of New York. That being said, the city local government need to have power to determine the prices of rent and other basic amenities in the city of New York. Without these being addressed at a higher level, the issues of eradicating homelessness in the city of New York is going to be nothing but a fleeting illusion to be pursue. 
2. The first solution is kind of entangle with low wages. Low wages are more common within minimum wage workers and this group both individual is predominantly those without college degree. We need to encourage youths to attain some level of tertiary education in order to be able to increase their earning potential. We also need to make sure minimum wage and price of commodities and rent cost cease to rise simultaneously. 
 3. Drugs and alcohol is another major issues that led so many youths to live a carefree and nonchalant attitude. This has led higher percentage of youths in our community to unemployment and finally homelessness. Drugs prevalent in our streets is a security flaw and endangering our youths to become drugs addicts. Drugs is a major concern and the city local government need to further scrutinize the potential sources of drugs in our streets. Those people who are responsible for the importation of drugs in our community need to be fetched out and face maximum consequences. Drugs and alcohol is single handedly the major cause of homelessness. A study has been conducted, over ninety percent of those homeless use drugs or alcohol.  
4. Housing cost should be determined by the city government, any landlord who refuse to comply should face the full consequences of the law. 
5. Gentrification shouldn’t be a factor to the rising price of a certain neighborhood.  
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