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The Start Of It All...
Maison Martin Margiela is a French luxury 

fashion house that was established in 1988 by 
Martin Margiela (Leaper, 2012). Margiela, 
originally from Belgium, graduated from the 
Royal Academy of Fine Arts and began freelance 
design in Paris for five years immediately after 
(2012). He then worked for Jean Paul Gaultier 
for a few years before showcasing his first 
collection under his brand name (2012).

The fashion house contains both ready to 
wear and haute couture pieces and includes a 
variety of products ranging from mens and 
womenswear, footwear, jewelry, fragrances and 
home goods.

Martin Margiela, circa 1997



Margiela’s Signature Styles
❖ The Maison Martin Margiela brand is most known for its 

use of grudge techniques such as destruction and 
recycling.

★ Common practices of destruction fashion are “fabric 
edges left unfinished, seams stitched on the outside 
of cloth” and materials that are usually used for 
underlings as main fabrics, such as felt, stiffening 
nylon net and interlining (Granata, 2013). This is a 
method that Margiela is most known for using heavily 
throughout his career. 

❖ The use of unorthodox materials (wigs, car seat belts 
etc.).

❖ Androgyny and oversized garments (Culture Trip, 2016). 
❖ The use of the color white is also firmly established 

as one of fashion house’s signatures (Frankel, 2016).



Margiela in the Early 90s...
Title: Sweater (center)

Designer: Martin Margiela

Medium: Green, black, and olive wool and cotton

Date: 1991

Accession Number: FIT 91.175.1

Title: Incomplete Sweater (top left)

Medium: Green, brown and black wool, cotton, 
and nylon

Date: 1993-1994

Accession Number: FIT 95.19.1

    

Collection: Spring 1993 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f


Margiela in the Early 90s…(cont.)

Collection: Spring 1993 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

Collection: Spring 1995 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f


Margiela in the Mid-Late 90s...

Collection: Spring 1999 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

Collection: Fall 1997 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

Collection: Fall 1996 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f


Margiela in the Early 2000s...

Title: Woman’s Bodysuit

Designer: Martin Margiela

Medium: Nylon/spandex knit

Date: Fall 2006/2007

Accession Number: LACMA (M.2008.239.6)

Collection: Spring 2000 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

Collection: Spring 2006 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

Collection: Spring 2001 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f


Martin Margiela’s Final Years...
Collection: Fall 2008 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

Collection: Spring 2009 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f


After Margiela’s Departure...

Collection: Spring 2011 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

Collection: Fall 2020 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela

http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f


Margiela v. Schiaparelli

Collection: Fall 2006 Ready-to-Wear

Designer: Martin Margiela
Collection: Spring 2017 Couture

Designer: Martin Margiela

Title: Evening Coat

Designer: Elsa Schiaparelli

Medium: Silk jersey, with gold thread and silk 
embroidery and applied decoration in silk

Date: 1937

Accession Number: VAM T.59-2005

Title: Shoe Hat

Designer: Elsa Schiaparelli

Medium: Wool felt and silk velvet

Date: 1937-38(made)

Accession Number: VAM T.2-2009

Title: Circus

Designer: Elsa Schiaparelli

Medium: Wool marocain with mirrored paillettes

Date: February 1938

Accession Number: VAM T.392-1974

http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
http://fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu/view/people/asitem/items$0040:3500/0?t:state:flow=808b6799-504d-4285-8032-81de5a72e14f
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