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UNIT 3:  Writing in a New Genre (revised Nov 25, 2019)
This assignment is adapted from City Tech’s Fall 2019 Faculty Development FYW Unit 3 sources 
In this unit, you will use the topic and research from your Unit 2 assignment and compose a new document in a new genre. Your UNIT 3 document must make and support an argument. 

Ideally, UNIT 3 proceeds out of your Unit 2 report in this way: 
1. Using the sources you found and analyzed for Unit 2, you will compose an argument that responds to your research question from Unit 2. 

2. You will compose the argument in one of the genres you analyzed in your Unit 2 report, following the rhetorical choices and genre conventions of that genre. 
You may need to do more research and use more sources for your UNIT 3 assignment. If so, just be sure to attribute the sources according the genre conventions and assignment guidelines below.
Choose a genre to compose in that you think presents your argument best. What is the best genre for you to communicate what you have to say? What medium or combination of media best serves your argument? 
· For written genres, you may, for example, write an op ed article (an editorial), a music or movie review, a speech, an article for a specific type of magazine, a short story or poem, or a manifesto (a declaration of something you feel strongly about). 
· For multi-modal media, you may compose with other media, using graphics, photography, video and/or audio to create a comic strip, a video essay (like a TED talk), or a graphic essay or story.* 
· If you are not able to compose in the genre of any of your Unit 2 sources, you may write in one of the following genres, using the guidelines discussed in class and posted on Blackboard: 


1. a researched argument


2. an editorial or opinion piece

3. a newspaper article
· Use a source in the new genre you choose to use as a sample or ‘mentor text’ to help model the rhetorical choices, the style, design, format and genre conventions.
* Note: For assignments composed with visuals and/or under 1500 words, you must write a description and rhetorical analysis of your own UNIT 3 assignment to acheive the 1500-word requirement. In the analysis, explain your rhetorical choices in terms of purpose, audience, rhetorical appeals, argument, and the rhetorical situation it responds to, as well as how your composition follows (or breaks from) such genre conventions as media and mode, elements of the genre, style, formatting, design, and how you dealt with sources.   
REQUIREMENTS FOR UNIT 3 ‘WRITING IN A NEW GENRE’ ASSIGNMENT: 

· Make use of the research you did in Unit 2

· Make an argument 

· Demonstrate a rhetorical understanding of the genre: e.g. its argument, purpose, audience, rhetorical appeals (ethos, logos, pathos), and the conventions of the genre (e.g. style, media, publication format, design, etc.) 

· If your composing with visual media, you must include a verbal description and rhetorical analysis of your composition
· 1500 words, about  4-6 pages, double-spaced 

· Document your sources using either MLA or APA
· Include a Works Cited list (if you use MLA) or a References list for APA using the correct formatting style
Some ways you might want to get started:

1. Consider again how your research and genre analysis in Unit 2 has changed your view on topic and research question. What did you leave out of your Unit 2 report? What do you want to say? 
2. Which genre is best suited to communicating your message? 
3. Once you have narrowed chosen your genre, outline your argument. How will you support your general claim? What kind of sources would strengthen your argument?

4. Conduct further research, if necessary, to support your claims.

5. Look to your ‘mentor text’ for ideas about structure.

6. Incorporate reflection and feedback in order to improve the final product.

DUE DATES:

W   11/13
Proposal Due and In-Class Peer Review. 
M   11/25 &
First-Draft of Your Genre Writing Project Due and In-Class Peer Review 
W   11/27
(bring at least two copies of your project to class).

M   12/02
Final Draft of Genre Writing Project Due.
How will you be graded?

· Genre Awareness. You must show an understanding of the “rules” of the genre you are working in. Part of the UNIT 3 assignment is a “genre report” (similar to those you did in Unit 2). Is this thoughtful, and well-reasoned? Do you follow these guidelines in your final project?

· Audience Awareness. Does your project do a good job at anticipating and accommodating the group to which it is addressed? Does your project make the diction, argument, genre, and design choices appropriate to your chosen audience?

· Care. How carefully have you constructed a “finished work” in the genre of your choosing? You must in all cases turn in a finished, organized project that is consistent and free of typos and formatting errors. You should be able to explain why everything is where it is.

· Effectiveness of Message. Do you communicate a clear message to your intended audience? Your audience should walk away either having learned something that could change how they think about your topic, or else with productive questions about your topic. 
