Fall 2019




  English 1101



            Charlotte Deaver

Unit 3:  Writing in a New Genre

This assignment is adapted from City Tech’s Fall 2019 Faculty Development FYW Unit 2 sources 

In this unit, you will be writing a new document in a new genre, one that you probably have not written in before, about the topic you researched in Unit 2. You might, for example, write an op ed article (an editorial), a music review, a manifesto (a declaration of something you feel strongly about), a speech, a video essay (like a TED talk), an article for a specific type of magazine, a comic strip, a graphic essay or story, etc. 

Think about what you have to say. Why do you care about this topic? 
Important: 

· What is the best genre to get your point across on your topic and to answer your question?  
· What is the best genre for you to communicate what you have to say? 
· What medium or combination of media best serves your argument?
Choose a genre you like, and that you think best fits your intent. Also consider choosing a genre that is used in your field of study (i.e. a discourse community) or your intended future occupation. Remember, one of the purposes of studying genres as we have in this class so far is to become aware of certain genres that you will use again (or already use) outside of an English class. 
Find a source in the new genre you choose to use as a ‘mentor text’ to help model the structure and genre conventions.
REQUIREMENTS FOR ‘WRITING IN A NEW GENRE’ ASSIGNMENT: 

· Make use of the research you did in Unit 2

· Demonstrate a rhetorical understanding of the genre: e.g. its argument, purpose, audience, rhetorical appeals (ethos, logos, pathos), the formal constraints or “rules” of the genre and the genre conventions (e.g. style, media, publication format, design, etc.) 

· If you are a writing video essay or song you must write a script 

· If your composing with visual media, you must include a verbal description

· 1500 words, about  4-6 pages, double-spaced 

· Document your sources using either MLA, APA, or Chicago citation styles.
Some ways you might want to get started:

1. Consider again how your research and genre analysis in Unit 2 has changed your view on topic and research question. What did you leave out of your Unit 2 report? What do you want to say? 
2. Which genre is best suited to communicating your message? 
3. Once you have narrowed chosen your genre, outline your argument. How will you support your general claim? What kind of sources would strengthen your argument?

4. Conduct further research, if necessary, to support your claims.

5. Look to your ‘mentor text’ for ideas about structure.

6. Incorporate reflection and feedback in order to improve the final product.

W   11/13
Proposal Due and In-Class Peer Review. 

W   11/20
First-Draft of Your Genre Writing Project Due and In-Class Peer Review 




(bring two copies of your project to class).

M   12/02
Final Draft of Genre Writing Project Due.
How will you be graded?

· Genre Awareness. You must show an understanding of the “rules” of the genre you are working in. Part of the Unit 3 assignment is a “genre report” (similar to those you did in Unit 2). Is this thoughtful, and well-reasoned? Do you follow these guidelines in your final project?

· Audience Awareness. Does your project do a good job at anticipating and accommodating the group to which it is addressed? Does your project make the diction, argument, genre, and design choices appropriate to your chosen audience?

· Care. How carefully have you constructed a “finished work” in the genre of your choosing? You must in all cases turn in a finished, organized project that is consistent and free of typos and formatting errors. You should be able to explain why everything is where it is.

· Effectiveness of Message. Do you communicate a clear message to your intended audience? Your audience should walk away either having learned something that could change how they think about your topic, or else with productive questions about your topic. 
Guidelines for Analyzing Genres 
 (Adaption of A. Bawarshi’s Genre and the Invention of the Writer, from pg.159-160)

1. Collect Samples of the Genre 

If you are studying a genre that is fairly public, such as the wedding announcement, you can just look at samples from various newspapers. If you are studying a less public genre, such as the Patient Medical History Form, you might have to visit different doctors’ offices to collect samples. If you are unsure where to find samples, ask a user of that genre for assistance. Try to gather samples from more than one place (for example, wedding announcements from different newspapers, medical history forms from different doctors’ offices) so that you get a more accurate picture of the com- plexity of the genre. The more samples of the genre you collect, the more you will be able to notice patterns within the genre. 

2. Study the Situation of the Genre
 [i.e. identify the situation from which the genre emerges. Collect artifacts, conduct interviews, use observation, [context cues] to identify when, where, and by whom genre is used.] Seek answers to questions such as the ones below.

 Setting: Where does the genre appear? Where are texts of this genre  typically located? What medium, context? With what other genres does this genre interact? Subject: What topics is this genre involved with? What issues, ideas, questions, etc. does the genre address? When people use this genre, what is it that they are interacting about? Participants: Who uses the genre? 

Writers: Who writes the texts in this genre? Are multiple writers possible? How do we know who the writers are? What roles do they perform? What characteristics must writers of this genre possess? Under what circumstances do writers write the genre (e.g., in teams, on a computer, in a rush)? 
Readers: Who reads the texts in this genre? Is there more than one type of reader for this genre? What roles do they per- form? What characteristics must readers of this genre possess? Under what circumstances do readers read the genre (e.g., at their leisure, on the run, in waiting rooms)? 
Motives: When is the genre used? For what occasions? Why is the genre used? Why do writers write this genre and why do readers read it? What purposes does the genre fulfill for the people who use it? 
3. Identify and Describe Patterns in the Genre’s Features 
[i.e. what does artifact declare, expicitly? describe the genre’s rhetorical patterns, from its content down to its diction]
What recurrent features do the samples share? For example: 
What content is typically included? What is excluded? How is the content treated? What sorts of examples are used? What counts as evidence (personal testimony, facts, etc.)? 
What rhetorical appeals are used? What appeals to logos, pathos, and ethos appear? 
How are texts in the genres structured? What are their parts, and how are they organized? 
In what format are texts of this genre presented? What layout or appearance is common? How long is a typical text in this genre? 

What types of sentences do texts in the genre typically use? How long are they? Are they simple or complex, passive or active? Are the sentences varied? Do they share a certain style? 

What diction is most common? What types of words are most frequent? Is a type of jargon used? Is slang used? How would you describe the writer’s voice?

 4. Analyze What These Patterns Reveal about the Situation 
[i. e. make an argument about what these patterns reveal about the desires, assumptions, subjectivities, relations, and actions embedded in the genre (161)]
What do these rhetorical patterns reveal about the genre and the situation in which it is used? Why are these patterns significant? What can you learn about the actions being performed through the genre by observing its language patterns? What arguments can you make about these patterns? As you consider these questions, focus on the following: 
What do participants have to know or believe to understand or appreciate the genre? 
Who is invited into the genre, and who is excluded? 

What roles for writers and readers does it encourage or discourage? 

What values, beliefs, goals, and assumptions are revealed through the genre’s patterns? 

How is the subject of the genre treated? What content is considered most important? What content (topics or details) is ignored? 

What actions does the genre help make possible? What actions does the genre make difficult?  

What attitude toward readers is implied in the genre? What attitude toward the world is implied in it? 

