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After listening to Gordon Park's story, I found myself feeling differently in a positive

manner. To elucidate, I found it fascinating and inspiring that he used his passion, and, after time,

talent to bring about a different type of change. By using photography, the pieces he put out are

left for interpretation and simultaneously have a staggering presence that forces you to think and

feel despite who you are. Regardless of where one comes from or how they were raised, the

photos have an impact on them to a certain degree and for some, even change their perspectives.

That aspect of his art resonated with me. In addition, because it is photography and Parks is

skilled in his own right when it comes to bringing about these effects, the work is devised to be a

conversation piece. It's designed for people to understand it for themselves and open a dialogue

with other people about their own individual interpretations. Furthermore, his photos not only

made people think but forced them to view the world as it is, not what is advertised nor what

society wants you to believe. He used his work to pull the wool from the world's eyes. His

camera was his weapon. His photos were of the bullets. And when released into the world, like

any gunshot, they demanded attention.

I kept these details in mind when working on this piece of my own and tried to create something

that would produce those similar results while adhering to the directions of my project. I can

only hope that my work will have a fraction of the same influence. However, while Gordon

Parks was a talented man, I find that he would want others inspired by him and who want to

achieve what he had to go about it in their own way as he did, to bring about their own change.
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