
LAW 1200/Legal Writing and Research/Fall 2025/Coughlin 

Midterm exam study suggestions! 

 

The exam may include all material we have covered since the beginning of the semester!   

You should review all quizzes, class notes (your own, plus those posted on OpenLab), readings and materials!! 

You MAY refer during the exam to paper copies of the maps and charts of the court systems that were 

provided in class and posted on OpenLab, and to your Bluebook. 

You may NOT refer during the exam to any other paper sources, nor to any electronic sources at all.   

You should focus (but not limit) your studying to the following terms and concepts:  

 

Types of legal authorities (definitions, examples, and purposes of each), including 

• primary authorities, such as 

➢ court decisions (cases), statutes, constitutions, administrative regulations     

• secondary authorities, such as 

➢ legal encyclopedias, law journals (and other legal periodicals), law textbooks  

•  “finding tools” such as digests and citators 

 

Determining governing law, including 

• NY and federal court systems, structure and jurisdiction 

• binding (mandatory) authority   

• persuasive authority 

• which courts' decisions are binding/mandatory on other courts, and how to determine that 

 

Court decisions, including 

• how to find them: the case reporting system, including 

➢ what case reporters are 

➢ examples of case reporters  

o such as New York Reports, West's New York Supplement, Federal Reporter, Supreme Court 

Reporter, etc.  

o and what courts’ decisions are contained in each of them 

• how to read and understand court decisions, including 

➢ parts/elements of a court decision that is published in a reporter, such as 

➢ case name, date of decision, judge who wrote the opinion, syllabus/short summary 

   

Case briefing, including 

• purpose of a case brief 

• components of a case brief 

• how to brief a case  

 

Introduction to legal citation, including 

• structure of The Bluebook 

• purposes of various parts of The Bluebook 

• how to use The Bluebook 

• basics of case citation, including  

➢ the applicable Bluebook Rule 

➢ structure of a case citation 

 

 

STUDY HARD!!  Preparation is the key to success.  ☺ 


