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Project:

Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum

Organizational Principles:

“Detailed investigations and 
research into the landscape, 
topography and circulation 
of the site, enabled us to 
ascertain and understand these 
critical lines of connection. 
By using these lines to inform 
the design, the museum is truly 
embedded within its unique 
context of Michigan State 
University, maintaining the 
strongest relationship with its 
surroundings.”

Zaha Hadid Architects

Facade Principle:

“The outer skin made of 
expressively folded stainless 
steel elements, formulates 
a striking contrast to the 
neighbouring neo-Gothic 
traditional red brick university 
buildings. The varied directional 
folds and pleats of this weather 
protection layer, reflect 
the circulatory changes in 
direction and orientation of the 
surrounding landscape. They 
give the building a constantly 
changing appearance arousing 
curiosity, yet never really 
revealing its content.”

Detail Das Architecturportal

Study Models

Paths Study Model

The Study Models display 
the three-dimensional 
folding. Finally used in 
order to portray the paths 
and connection lines of the 
project.
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Project:

Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum

Facade System:

“The rainscreen consists of 
stainlesssteel cladding on an 
aluminum girt system anchored 
to a plywood substrate. Because 
the sections overlap, they had 
to be installed in a strict order. 
The building opens to a tranquil 
courtyard.” 

Architectural Record

Facade Fabrication:

“Team members engaged in mock-
ups, from which they conclud-
ed that the machining processes 
employed by Zahner were better 
suited for square shapes than 
angled ones. As a result, Zahner 
created a 20-ft-long, 10-ft-
wide custom mill to effect the 
V-shaped cuts required to fold 
metal pleats into crisp angles. 
All told, “85% of the steel was 
prefabricated off site on the ba-
sis of construction documents”
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