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A look into the floral designer



Chelsea Fuss
Chelsea Fuss is a floral designer based in Portugal 

and grows her own floral material in your own 
balcony garden! She operates a floral design school 
known as frolic flower school and teaches students 

how to arrange flowers in a certain fashion and 
guides them on what message they want to send 

with their arrangements.





What is Floral Design?
Floral design is the art of flowers 

and plant materials to create a 
balanced and eye-catching 

display or composition. Floral 
design dates back all the way to 
ancient Egypt which is where it 

supposedly began.
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A look into the design theories



What is graphic design theory?

● Written by Helen Armstrong and 
published in 2009

● The book dives into the history of graphic 
design and it tells the reader what it’s like 
to be a designer in a fast paced world that's 
always changing and growing. 

● It also touches on how design is all around 
us and how it has such a huge impact but at 
the same time, no impact at all.

Graphic Design Theory



“Design is visible everywhere, yet it is also 
invisible – unnoticed and unacknowledged.” 

This quote from the reading Graphic Design 
Theory can not only relate to the graphic side 
of things but to floral design as well. We can 
look at this arrangement and not think 
anything of it. It’s just a thing we see all the 
time but not at all. 

Analysis #1



What is the medium is the massage?

● Written by Marshall McLuhan in 1967
● The theory that the media is not the 

important thing that, that piece of work is 
on but rather the message that piece of 
work carries. Which can lead to the 
message having more influence on a 
person and society.

The Medium is the Massage



“Society has always been shaped more by the 
nature of the media by which men communicate 
than by the content of the communication.”

This piece is entitled Field, Flower, Vase. Floral 
Design isn't as pretty and relaxing as one 
might think. It’s a long process especially if 
you're growing product on your own rather 
than buying it. The theory comes to play in 
this specific piece because it shows that the 
message of starting from scratch is more 
important than the media itself.

Analysis #1



What is the rhetoric of the image?

● Written by Roland Barthes in 1964
● The theory that an type of advertising has 

three types of messages, those being…
The Linguistic message, Two Encoded messages, 
and the Denoted Message

● He also expresses two other theories and 
those being…
Connotation and Denotation as well as the 
relationship between the Sign, Signifier, and the 
Signified

The Rhetoric of the Image



Analysis #1

The use of the regular cup can 
signify that not everything always 
need to be fancy when arranging. 
It doesn’t matter what you use, it 

matters what you do with the 
materials at hand.

Non - Coded Iconic Message

Linguistic Message

Coded Iconic Message

signifier 

signifier 

What is this arrangement saying 
to us? This particular arrangement 

was inspired by the wild things 
around your backyard and the 

things you see on a walk. All 
simple items but when they come 
together they tell the reader that 

not every arrangement needs to 
be filled of expensive flowers and 

vases.

To the viewer this arrangement 
portrays a more natural 
arrangement. Almost like you can 
create this with the things in your 
yard or things you collect on a walk. 
It’s very natural but thrown 
together at the same time and the 
viewer can clearly see it as such.

signifier 
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Conclusions

While floral design isn’t quite exactly graphic design the same theories can 
be applied. In that way both mediums are sharing common traits.  We see 

that when analyzing each floral arrangement with a different theory. 
Composition and balance are similar rules when using both mediums and 

from there we see that they’re not so different after all.



Thank You!


