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Expressive Type 
We can make type expressive without having to rely on 

existing display faces or lettering.

These examples just use a basic Sans Serif typeface, but 

express the meaning of a particular word through the 

use of design principles.

TYPEFACE (and their families and variations)

SIZE / SCALE 

POSTURE

CASE

PLACEMENT

COLOR

Surprise!Surprise!

s i z e  o r  s c a l e

or

SilenceSilence or

FastFast

w e i g h t  a n d  p o s t u r e

StrongStrong or

or



Expressive Type

play

p l a c e m e n t

orserious

c a s e

or

r e p e t i t i o n

SERIOUS

young or YOUNG

p l a y

fly
    F

or

    L    Y

crowd or
crowd

crowd

crowdc

c

c cr
r

o

w

d

hotcold

c o l o r

hotcold or

or




