Conceptual Portraiture

Project 3



We are bombarded with
celebrity faces everywhere, on
billboards and magazine
covers, on the screen, the
tube, on record covers, and
posters.

Portrait art is created to sell
many things: cars, books,
politicians, alcohol, coffee, or
Jell-O.

Michael Jackson Pepsi Ad



We adore these
famous faces
for the
characters they
portray.

We wear what
they wear, say
what they say,
and silently
wish for the
success they
have.

Beatles Product Ads.



But, perhaps even more
than anyone else, the
artist finds inspiration in
these faces, and it takes
a very special gift to
capture a person’s soul
in pigment.

lllustrators bring an
acute perception that
often lift these faces
beyond what we are
used to seeing and into
the realm of the
humorous, the absurd,
the surreal, and
sometimes even the
sacrilegious.

Robert Risko - Madonna



Each illustrator looks
at the face from his
own special angle
and what he sees is
not always what we
see.

But whether we are
amused, amazed, or
horrified we will
never look at them in
the same way again.

Sinatra Teen Idol - Hirschfeld



Sometimes they’re
twisted to reveal the
most sinister
character flaw ...



... or polished to
shine brighter than
its reality.

These portraits have
been used to sell us
products from
toothpaste to
cigarettes.

And of course they
STILL are.

Jean Harlow, 1932



Contemporary lllustrators
are now exploring every
facet of portraiture from
outlandish caricature and
exaggeration to super
realism.

In addition to the traditional
mediums, artists are also
using anything that can be
reproduced, including
sculpture, collage, and the
myriad effects of the
computer.

Snoop Dog



CONCEPTUAL
PORTRAITURE



Robert Risko

The treatment of the face
by artists goes well beyond
portraiture and, in many
ways, the tangents beyond
representation are the
most fulfilling for them.

The creative idea can see
what’s behind the facade
and the ability to
communicate it through
brush and quill.

J Edgar Hoover



Jody Hewgill

Rihanna and Chris Brown

Rolling Stone Magazine
commissioned for the
review of Rihanna's new
album "Rated R", which
coincided with the release
of Chris Brown's album
"Grafitti"



Jody Hewgill

Putin's New Evil
Empire
Standpoint
Magazine

Portrait of
Vladimir Putin



Jody Hewsgill

Halle Berry



Case Study:
Jody Hewgill

Portrait of Philip Pullman for
Mother Jones.

Art Director Tim J. Luddy
encouraged me to create a non-
traditional portrait, with perhaps a
fantastic tone for this article on
Philip Pullman.

We decided that focusing on Philip’s
deamon would be a good approach.

For those of you who haven’t seen
the film the Golden Compass based
on his Dark Materials triology : a
daemon is an animal who follows
and advises his characters, and from

whom they cannot usually be
separated.



Mother Jones: “What form would
you prefer your own daemon to
take, and what form do you suppose
it might actually take?

PP: That’s the sad truth about
daemons. You can’t choose, can
you?

| would like my deemon to be more
photogenic than | am.

Then she could take my place in the
photographs | have to submit to.
But | think my deemon is probably
one of those birds that steal things:
a magpie, a jackdaw, a raven.

She’s a scruffy, greedy, idle, old
thing, but she has a very sharp eye
for a story.”






Final portrait of
Philip Pullman



Things to consider when creating
a conceptual portrait:

*Characteristic Pose

*Props

*Costumes

*Facial anomaly

*Tattoos

*Unusual Situation

*Style

*Something they are known for.



Robert Risko

MJ Death Mask



Robert Risko

Sarah Palin



Steve Brodner

Trump Nazi



Steve Brodner

Lincoln & Cabinet



Al Hirshfield

Einstein - Genius at Ease




Al Hirshfield

Charlie Chaplin
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Charles Dickens

Mark Summers



Mark Summers

Edgar Allen Poe




Joe Ciardiello

JFK & The Rat Pack
Dean Martin,
Sammy Davis Jr.,,
and Sinatra



Joe Ciardiello

Johnny Cash



CF Payne

Vladimir Putin



CF Payne

George Orwell



Owen Smith

J-Zee



Owen Smith

Blues artist
Howlin' Wolf



Owen Smith

Rapper Eminem



Anita Kunz

Taylor Swift



Edward Kinsella

David Bowie



Edward Kinsella

Marilyn Manson



Anita Kunz

Darwin



Anita Kunz

Hillary Clinton



Tim O’Brian

Beyonce



Tim O’Brian

Mike Pence



Raol Colon

Eminem



Raol Colon

Henrietta Leavitt
Astronomer



Raol Colon

Cesar Chavez



Milton Glaser

Bob Dylan




Drew Friedman

President Obama
“The First”




Alfred Hitchcock




Charlie Sheen —
In Europe after trashing his hotel room.



Charles Darwin



Basquait



Steve Tyler
Aerosmith



Marilyn Mason



Assignment #3:
Conceptual Portrait

. Select a subject. They can be a celebrity, (alive or
decease); an historical figure; athlete; or someone from
the news.

. Alternative: Self-Portrait (reveal who you are).

. Create a series (minimum 5) of thumbnail sketches
exploring various conceptual poses focusing on an
aspect of their/your personality.

. Work Realistically or in Caricature, whichever suits your
personal style and portfolio.

. Once you’ve chosen a concept and pose, find
reference images, create your own photographic
reference for poses if necessary.

. Specs: Image Size 9”X12” Portrait, Full Color.




Things to consider when creating
a conceptual portrait:

*Characteristic Pose

*Props

*Costume/Uniform

*Facial anomaly

*Tattoos

*Unusual Situation

*Style

*Something they are known for.



STUDENT
CELEBRITY
PORTRAITS



Student:
Ruben llla

Dwayne The Rock Johnson



Student:
Pablo Almonte

Angelina Jolie



Student:
Richard Chance

Steven Buscemi



Student:
Pablo Almonte

Snoop Dog



Student:
Ruben llla

Chris Brown



Student:
Adrian McCurchin

Jared Leto



Student:
Emely Rivas

Michael Jackson



Student:
Ruben llla

Stan Lee



Student:
Jennifer Salazar



Student:
Richard Chance

Beyonce and Jay-Z



Student Work

Fahad Asghar

The nature of my work is
cerebral and conceptual. | enjoy
exploring new ideas in the
realms of science, technology,
and philosophy, by taking
concepts and illustrating them in
a way that is introspective and
abstract; almost dream-like.
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Self Portrait ' . .



Student:
Maria lacono

Self-Portrait



Student:
Garnet Garcia

Self-Portrait



Student:
Haddassah

Self-Portrait



Do not use photography for background art.












Do not hide
your face.



Do not apply
lipstick ... unless
you are
auditioning for
Ru Paul’s Drag
Race.









No Zodiacs,
Unless you're
A serial killer.






Just, no.






