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Mohammad Razani (Chair), Professors Susan H. Davide and Joseph Jeyaraj
RE:

Final Report for Proposal 19-02, New ID Course: Theatre of Law
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COURSE TITLE AND NUMBER:   
Theatre of Law, THE 3000ID /LAW 3000ID
CREDIT HOURS:


3 credits; 3 class hours

PREREQUISITES:
ENG 1101 and (COM 1330 or COM 1340 or THE 2180 or with department approval)
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 

An investigation into the dynamic and embodied live communication common to both theatre and law. Students will read plays written about foundational cases involving actual trial transcripts, and probe the ways in which these cases have influenced society. Additionally, students will write and perform short plays based on actual court cases. Persuasive argument and the courtroom itself are also investigated as enactments of theatre and performance (examining the courtroom in terms of costume, roles, design, power dynamics, etc.).
RATIONALE:

The practice of law has existed in conjunction with the practice of other disciplines throughout history, and is especially tied to the dynamic, embodied, live, communication of theatre. Aspects of law may be found in cross-disciplinary efforts such as “Philosophy of Law,” “Law Through Literature,” and “Law and Society.” This interdisciplinary course investigates dynamic and embodied live communication common to both theatre and law. Discursive and oral arguments are essential components of both legal studies and theatrical structure. Examining these aspects from the two disciplinary perspectives sheds further light on each.
STRENGTHS:
This is a very unique and interesting interdisciplinary course that integrates the practice of law and the art of performance. It provides a new vision to City Tech students enabling them to not only build self confidence in expressing themselves throughout their college studies but will also prepare them to become a more convincing person in their daily life experiences. One of the reviewer of the proposal calls it “a fascinating course that integrates curricula, ideas, and practices in interdisciplinary ways.” Another reviewer expresses that “students will gain insight into distinctions between a “real” court case/trial and a case that has been edited/re-written or fictionalized for the theatre.” As part of this course, students are required to write a short play as well as directing and performing the play. This and other interesting assignments provide students with opportunities to gain practical experience in their fields, which will ultimately help them throughout their future careers.
WEAKNESSES: 
No weaknesses were found.
ISSUES AND CONCERNS DISCUSSED:
Other than the Subcommittee’s recommendations, there were no major concerns regarding this proposal.
SUBCOMMITTEE ACTIVITIES:
The subcommittee met to discuss the proposal; we had some questions for clarification and made a few recommendations for improvement of the proposal such as adding the students’ surveys, advisory board committee members’ comments, and few other minor suggestions. After all of the recommended changes were incorporated into the proposal and the new updated version was provided by the proposers, the subcommittee and proposers met with Provost Bonne August, Associate Provost Pam Brown, Dean Justin Vazquez-Poritz, Chair Anne Delilkan, Chair Concetta Mennella, and Kim Cardascia. The recommendations made in this meeting were incorporated into the proposal and the final version of the proposal was submitted and is available on the CCCC website.
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