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Li Geng (Chair), Alexander Aptekar, and Rebecca Shapiro
RE:
Final Report for Proposal 17-18, New Course ARTH-2200 Art and Urban Culture in Modern China
_______________________________________________________________________________________
NEW COURSE 

Course title:  ARTH-2200 Art and Urban Culture in Modern China
Course credits, hours:  3 Credits, 3 Class Hours
Prerequisite:  ENG1101

This course investigates how modern and contemporary Chinese artists and filmmakers respond to the many ways in which China’s accelerated urbanization affects the cultural, social, political and economic life in the world’s new superpower. Topics and themes include city planning, architecture and communal life in the communist regime; environmental art and urban culture in the Post-Mao period; architectural designs by foreign architects since the 1990s; and urban life and the politics of consumption in the era of reform and globalization.

RATIONALE:
The past few decades have seen the emergence of a new China, a superpower in the era of globalization. In parallel, there has emerged the experience of a new Chinese urban culture. This course helps students gain an in-depth understanding of China's increasing dominance of the global stage through focused studies of new developments in art and urban culture of modern and contemporary China. The course would appeal to students of Liberal Arts, and Architectural Technology, and to those interested in international politics, finance, economics, etc. Courses on urban culture in China are currently not offered at CUNY schools, but similar courses are offered at other universities including NYU’s Department of Media, Culture and Communication (MCC-UE1310, Culture and Media in Urban China), SUNY’s University at Albany (A EAC350 Urban Development in China), and Macalester College (ASIA 320, Asian Cities), many of which have Asian Studies programs.
STRENGTHS: 
The proposed course is designed as an elective course with topics and themes focusing on how politically oriented urbanization in modern China has affected the reshaping of urban life and culture. It will be open to all City Tech students. With the course’s special topics on art, architecture, urban culture, design and film, it would attract students from Liberal Arts, Architectural Technology, Communication Design, and Fashion Marketing, Industrial Design and Entertainment Technology. Also, this course will be submitted as a writing intensive course.
WEAKNESSES:
None
SUBCOMMITTEE ACTIVITIES:
The subcommittee suggested minor modifications as well as some concerns regarding the pre-requisite requirement, textbooks, writing assignments, and the consultation with affected departments. A revised proposal was provided. The subcommittee subsequently met with proposer Zhijian Qian, Provost Bonne August, Associate Provost Pamela Brown, Dean Justin Vazquez-Poritz, Chair of the Humanities Department Ann Delilkan, and Kimberly Cardascia. All concerns were addressed, and all suggestions throughout the review process were implemented into the final version of the proposal. 
