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NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

DATE:

April 17, 2018
TO:

Prof. Randall Hannum, College Curriculum Committee Chair
FROM:
Yu Wang (subcommittee chair), Waskar Nunez, Lukasz Sztaberek, and Stephanie Boyle
SUBJECT:
Final Report for Proposal 17-11, Bachelor of Architecture Five Year Professional Degree Program 
Proposal Overview:  

The Department of Architectural Technology proposes a Bachelor of Architecture Professional Degree Program. This new professional 5-year Bachelor’s degree in Architecture (B.Arch) will be built upon the strengthened and expanded existing programs for City Tech’s 2-year AAS and 4-year B.Tech degrees. The proposed program will create an opportunity for City Tech students to earn B. Arch professional degree accredited by a National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB). The proposed degree will meet the demand for technically advanced education in architecture among existing students at City Tech, while providing an accessible pathway to a professional degree in architecture for the underserved community from which a significant number of students are drawn. The program creates a new generation of architects prepared for licensure with technical qualifications for an expanding field of employment and commensurate salary levels. The carefully scaffolded pathway to a professional B.Arch degree within an open admissions B.Tech program is a unique characteristic of this proposal. The number of total credits required for B.Arch degree will be 160 credits. The number of subtotal program-specific required and elective courses will be 113 to 115 credits. The number of subtotal Gen Ed credits and college option credits will be 45-47 credits. 
PROPOSED FIVE NEW COURSES FOR THE PROGRAM  
ARCH 4722
Theory I: Principles and Theories of Architecture
Contact Hours: 3 (3 lecture and 0 lab hours), 3 credits 
Pre-requisite: ARCH 2321 and ARCH 3522

Pre- or corequisite: ARCH 3512 with a grade of C or higher if it is taken as a prerequisite

Catalog Description

Explores evolving critical architectural thinking and theory through ancient and contemporary periods. The formative intersections of culture, economics and society are examined as material and speculative manifestations. 
ARCH 4781 
Architectural Structures 3: Structural Systems

Contact Hours: 3 (3 lecture and 0 lab hours), 3 credits 

Pre-requisite: ARCH 2481

Catalog Description

Advances students understanding of structural design and performance from specific building components, connections and systems informing the design process. Final project culminates in a clearly articulated and analyzed structural design construct.

ARCH 4822
Theory II: Architectural Theory Applied

Contact Hours: 3 (3 lecture and 0 lab hours), 3 credits
Pre-requisite: ARCH 4722

Pre- or corequisite: ARCH 3612 or ARCH 3610 with a grade of C or higher if it is taken as a prerequisite
Catalog Description

Applying design theory to form an independent vision based on precedent and critical reasoning. How to conduct research and assemble a unique reference collection of architectural theory and design case studies as a basis for application into design courses.

ARCH 5112 
Architectural Design IX- Pre-Thesis Preparation: Design Research

Contact Hours: 9 (1 lecture and 8 lab hours), 5 credits

Pre-requisite: ARCH 4812 or ARCH 4810 or ARCH 4830 with a grade of C or higher
Catalog Description

First semester of a yearlong thesis studio where students work closely with faculty advisors to assemble and evaluate comprehensive research on a pre-approved topic. Research may include programming, precedent studies and site analyses within social, cultural and historical contexts. Students focus on a selected area of study, presenting well-formed arguments and critical reasoning to advance their unique approach to architectural design and methodology. A final comprehensive document synthesizing research and analyses forms the basis for project execution in Thesis Design Studio X.

ARCH 5212 
Design X – Thesis

Contact Hours: 9 (1 lecture and 8 lab hours), 5 credits

Pre-requisite: ARCH 5112 (Design IX), with a grade C or better

Catalog Description

Demonstrating successful independent research and critical thinking in Design IX, students transform their efforts into a comprehensive architectural project illustrating a unique design approach and solution. Integrating theory and practice, students work under the guidance of a thesis advisor to develop and present work showcasing their professional and technical competency.
CHANGES TO EXISTING COURSES 

· ARCH 2370 Building Systems to the new number ARCH 3670 – changes in prerequisite and course description 

· ARCH 3510 Design V to the new number 3512 - changes in class hours, credits, course description, and NAAB SPC learning outcomes have been added

· ARCH 3610 Design VI to the new number ARCH 3612 - changes in class hours, credits, course description, and NAAB SPC learning outcomes have been added
· ARCH 4710 Design VII to the new number ARCH 4712 – changes in class hours, prerequisite, course description, and NAAB SPC learning outcomes have been added
· ARCH 4810 Design VIII to the new number ARCH 4812 – changes in class hours, prerequisite, course description, and NAAB SPC learning outcomes have been added.
Rationale: 

B. Arch five-year professional degree is accredited by a National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB). This proposal will provide a more direct path for City Tech students to achieve their architectural licensing. The program will diversify and deepen the rigor of the degrees offered by the Architectural Technology Department. The proposal is a response to students’ expressed interest in such a program. The new program will adhere to the student performance criteria (SPCs) used to evaluate student learning by NAAB. The placement and development of NAAB SPCs, general education goals and sequencing were refined to strengthen the overall curriculum. 

​Proposal Strengths: 

· The proposed B.Arch degree program will build upon the strong foundation of the existing B.Tech program.
· The proposed curriculum provides for an increase in the allocation of credit hours for design courses along with continued emphasis on the integration of technical knowledge.
· The new course will better prepare students for both design and technical sequence of courses as well as orient incoming students to the profession of architecture
· The proposal will reinforce the general education learning goals and will introduce and integrate National Architecture Accrediting Board SPCs (Student Performance Criteria) into the curriculum. The combination of both these types of learning objectives into the curriculum will strengthen our students’ growth
· The proposal builds on our legacy of an open admission path, with a seamless transition into the new five-year B.Arch program for students who meet the admission requirements during their third year of the B.Tech program
· The new program’s inclusion of scheduled advisement workshops, expanded general education provisions, and strategies for continuous program improvement enhance the caliber and reach of the existing degree programs. 

Weaknesses: None
Subcommittee Activities: 
The subcommittee met with Prof. Alexander Aptekar on February 15, 2018. The subcommittee met with Prof. Alexander Aptekar, Prof. Sanjive Vaidya (Chair), Provost Bonne August, Associate Provost Pam Brown, Dean Kevin Hom, and Ms. Kim Cardascia (Provost’s Office) on March 8, 2018. A substantial number of modifications and changes were recommended and incorporated in the final document. An open hearing was held on March 29, 2018. 


