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RE:

Final Report for Proposal 16-15 New Course COM 1332: Human Communication

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

COURSE TITLE AND NUMBER:   
COM 1332: Human Communication

CREDIT HOURS:


3 credits; 3 class hours

PREREQUISITES:
Certification in Reading and Writing
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 

A foundational communication course providing students with important knowledge of, and training in, different forms of human communication across varying sociocultural contexts and case scenarios. This course covers the following topics: history of human communication, and mediated, health, group, and public communication.

RATIONALE:

This course lays the foundation for building a Communication major and is intended to serve students in the proposed Allied Health Associates Program. It is also open to students whose major or program of study requires oral and written communication skills.

Strengths

This course provides students with an entry-level understanding of what communication is and how people do it across a wide variety of contexts or environments and for many purposes. It will assist students see that there are numerous cultural cues and registers, both uttered and not, that create communication and convey information. Students will listen to lectures and then apply the lessons learned from the professor and in the text to real-life situations. The practical aspect of the course is relevant to the major but also the kind of fields students may enter. The proposer and department are asking the library to assist the class in proper research and searching, which is a good idea, as students may lack the knowledge of how to properly do those things. 

Weaknesses

Perhaps consider spending more than one day on academic writing, particularly since APA style and research will be part of the course. Perhaps renumbering the sequence to avoid minor confusion for students. Moreover, it might be helpful to remind students (in addition to clearly and specifically on the syllabus) what plagiarism is and why it is detrimental. 

Issues and Concerns Discussed

The course schedule is fairly clear and obviously will be useful to many students. The committee wondered if there is overlap there is with ENG 1161, however, that concern was dispelled after a meeting with proposer and chairs. The textbook seemed adequate but the committee felt that it could have been updated or the proposal could use one from another publisher with a lower price-point for students and conveying the same or similar information. That issue was also resolved.

Subcommittee activities

The subcommittee met to discuss the proposal; we had several questions for clarification and a very small number of questions for the proposer. The subcommittee and proposer subsequently met with Provost Bonne August, Associate Provost Pam Brown, Dean Justin Vazquez-Poritz, Chair Anne Delilkan, and Kim Cardascia. The proposer, Professor Zheng, had developed a revised course proposal but it was not provided that day. Later, all involved were given yet another submission and changes suggested at the meeting were implemented in the final version. After the changes were made and explained, the course seemed not only much improved, but much more clear to this audience—and ultimately, to students. 
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Subcommittee Chair Checklist:
To help you and your committee in reviewing proposals, here is a list of common areas of concern.  Please use this when considering the proposal, and bring a clean copy to the meeting with the proposers, dean, and provost’s office to fill out.  This will be an attachment to your final report to the committee.
· X Learning outcomes (course-specific and gen ed) and assessment methods 

· X Balance of assignments in the week-by-week listing 

· X Technology expectations and outcomes for students

· X Materials and activities costs for students
· X Rationale (who will take the course, why is it a good idea, how will it fit onto a degree program or the gen ed offerings, transferability)

· X CUR form (correct, complete, include a degree program change form if necessary?) 

· X Course catalog description (concise, active, sentence fragments ok, all in present tense, flexible, student-focused) 

· Prerequisites 

· X Consultation with affected departments (potential areas of collaboration or overlap, if a prereq/coreq for classes in other depts, if required for any degrees) 

· X Resource needs (equipment, special facilities or materials needed, contact hours, etc)
· TIPPS – Course Equivalencies (if any)

· Other

Comments: 

- p. 3 states that if approved, the course can be taught as hybrid or online, however approving the course will not grant it hybrid or online status—that is a separate and perhaps future concern
- Examples of plagiarism are good; would be beneficial if included in the University version

- p. 24 is a very helpful addition to a class, as students need reinforcement on what is research

- This looks to be a very interesting and useful course for students in an emerging major, especially if those students are in the health professions and working with a variety of cultures.

- The revisions regarding some learning outcomes, specific activities, and text have been addressed and make the class more clear to this audience and appear to successfully achieve the goals of submitting a course to a sub-committee. While we have not seen this textbook, the price and press make it a appear to be a wise choice for students. We welcome this addition to the college curriculum and wish the department and professor well next spring with the first iteration.

