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NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

DATE:
April 3, 2017
TO:

Prof. Randall Hannum, College Curriculum Committee Chair
FROM:
Prof. Nina Bannett (subcommittee chair), Prof. Stephanie Boyle and Prof. Yu Wang 
SUBJECT:
Final Report for 16-09, Major Modification to the Communication Design Curriculum

Proposal Overview:  

The Communication Design department is proposing a comprehensive redesign of the department’s associate and baccalaureate degrees. It is comprised of multiple components: two new required courses for the baccalaureate degree in the Communication Design Department, change in credits to the associate and baccalaureate degrees, changes in class hours for various COMD courses, changes in pre and co-requisites for numerous COMD courses, change in existing course descriptions, changes in some course names and changes to degree requirements for the associate and baccalaureate degrees involving liberal arts courses.  
The AAS in Communication Design and the AAS in Communication Design Management are being redesigned.  All two credit classes are being redesigned as three credit courses, with the exception of COMD 2427, Typographic Design III, which will be withdrawn.  Electives will be removed from the AAS degree with the exception of COMD 2320, Intro to Film and Video, which will become a required course. Students will now be required to take two courses of art history, rather than one. PSY 1101, Introduction to Psychology, will no longer be required since PSY 3407 will no longer be required in the BS curriculum.  The overall contact hours for students to complete the COMD courses in the AAS degree will decrease by 5 hours.  A total of 60 credits for CDMG AAS degree will still be required, with 39 credits in the major and 21 credits for General Education.  
The BTech in Communication Design is being redesigned.  Instead of students choosing one concentration of 6-8 classes, all students will take courses in three areas: skills, strategy, and studio.  Students will take 12 credits of skills courses, 9 credits of strategy courses, and 12 credits of studio courses.  All students will take two new proposed courses:  COMD 3504, Communication Design Theory and COMD 3701, Design Studio. PSY 3407, Psychology of Visual Perception, will no longer be required. SBS 2000, Research Methods of Behavioral and Social Sciences, will no longer be required. The overall contact hours for hours for students to complete the COMD courses in the BTech degree will increase by 2-5 hours.  The number of total credits for the degree remains at 120.
PROPOSED NEW COURSES 
COMD 3504: Communication Design Theory, 3 hours, 3 credits
Pre-requisite: ENG 1121 and ARTH 3311
Catalog Description 
An in-depth introduction to communication design theory, this course examines theoretical perspectives of design practice within the larger discourse of design and visual culture. Communication models, the nature of representation, the dimensions of context and semiotics are explored through critical readings in key documents from the early decades of the twentieth century to the present.

COMD 3701: Design Studio, 2 class hours, 2 lab hours, 3 credits
Pre-requisite: COMD 2400, Communication Design II
Catalog Description 
Working independently, each student researches, conceptualizes and develops an in-depth project, across media channels, which uses design-thinking to address a contemporary issue.

CHANGES TO EXISTING COURSES 
CDMG 1111 - DIGITAL MEDIA FOUNDATIONS -- change in class hours, credits, course number (will become COMDG 1112) 
CDMG 2300 – CROSS MEDIA COLOR ANALYSIS --change in class hours, credits, course number, and pre-requisites 
CDMG 2316 - ADVANCED IMAGE EDITING-- change in course number and pre-requisite 
CDMG 2406 - PROJECT MANAGEMENT I-- change in pre-requisite 
COMD 1103 – FOUNDATION DRAWING change in course description & course number & change in class hours 
COMD 1167- TYPE AND MEDIA change in hours, credits, course number and course description. 
COMD 1200 - GRAPHIC DESIGN PRINCIPLES II change in pre-requisite and co-requisite. 
COMD 1231 -FIGURE DRAWING change in hours, credits, course number and change in  course description. 
COMD 1292 3-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN change in course number, co-requisites. 
COMD 2300 - COMMUNICATION DESIGN I change in pre and co-requisites 
COMD 2313 - ILLUSTRATION I: BASIC PRINCIPLES change in course number and pre-requisite
COMD 2320 - INTRODUCTION TO FILM & VIDEO change in course name, description and pre-requisite 
COMD 2327 -TYPOGRAPHIC DESIGN II change in hours, credits, course number, and name. 
COMD 2330 -DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 1 change in course name, course number, hours description and pre-requisites.
COMD 2340 - DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY II change in course description, course number and pre-requisites. 
COMD 2400 - COMMUNICATION DESIGN II change in pre-requisites 
COMD 2412 - PACKAGING DESIGN change in course number, description, pre-requisites and co-requisites. 
COMD 2450 -WEB DESIGN I change in course number, hours, credits, description, pre-requisites 
COMD 3500 – CAMPAIGN DEVELOPMENT I change in course name, hours, description, prerequisites
COMD 3501 – CORPORATE IDENTITY change in course name, hours, description, pre-requisites 
COMD 3502 - TOPICS IN ADVERTISING change in pre-requisites 
COMD 3503 - TOPICS IN GRAPHIC DESIGN change in pre-requisites and course description 
COMD 3508 - INTRODUCTION TO GAME DESIGN CONCEPTS—change in pre-requisites
COMD 3513 – NARRATIVE ILLUSTRATION change in course names, hours, description, pre-requisites 
COMD 3521 - MOTION GRAPHICS I change in prerequisites 
COMD 3523 – STORYBOARD CONCEPTS change in hours, description, pre-requisites
COMD 3527 - ADVANCED TYPOGRAPHY change in pre-requisites 
COMD 3530 - ADVANCED PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO change in pre-requisites 
COMD 3540 - 2-DIMENSIONAL ANIMATION change in pre-requisites 
COMD 3551 - WEB DESIGN II change in course name, pre-requisites, and course description.  
COMD 3562 - UX AND UI DESIGN change in pre-requisites 
COMD 3563 - WEB TRAFFIC AND ANALYTICS change in pre-requisites
COMD 3600 – CAMPAIGN DEVELOPMENT II change in course name, hours, description, pre-requisites
COMD 3601 – INFORMATION DESIGN change in hours, description, pre-requisites
COMD 3603 - TOPICS IN TYPOGRAPHY change in pre-requisites
COMD 3610 - INTERACTIVE ART DIRECTION FOR ADVERITSING change in pre-requisites
COMD 3613-ADVANCED ILLUSTRATION change in course name, description, hours
COMD 3620 - BROADCAST DESIGN I change in pre-requisites
COMD 3642 - TOPICS IN ANIMATION AND MOTION GRAPHICS change in pre-requisites
COMD 3712 - TOPICS IN PACKAGING DESIGN change in pre-requisites
COMD 4611 - PUBLICATION DESIGN change in pre-requisites
COMD 4701 - THE DESIGN TEAM change in pre-requisites
COMD 4801 – PORTFOLIO change in description, hours, pre-requisites
COMD 4830 - SENIOR PROJECT elimination of co-requisites 
COMD 4900 - INTERNSHIP IN COMMUNICATION DESIGN elimination of co-requisite, change in pre-requisites 
Rationale for Curriculum Modification: 

These proposed changes to the COMD degrees were prompted by the accreditation visit by the National Association of Schools of Art & Design (NASAD) in 2015.  The COMD department is pursuing NASAD accreditation, and NASAD recommended substantial changes to the department’s degree programs.  The NASAD report is included in the proposal.  Currently, COMD’s CDMG program is accredited by the Accrediting Council for Collegiate Graphic Communications (ACCGC).  
​
Proposal Strengths: 

The proposed changes, when taken as a whole, will strengthen the COMD department’s associate and baccalaureate degree programs, and position them to secure NASAD accreditation.  
· Increased lab time in upper level courses will give students more studio time, resulting in stronger student portfolios, which will likely lead to better employment opportunities for COMD graduates.  
· The new associate degree structure, in which all courses are three credits, will reduce the number of courses associate degree students need to take from 15 to 13, making it easier for students to complete the program. 
· The change from designated tracks to skills/strategy/studio courses will allow COMD students to gain additional expertise in all three areas. 
·  The changes to General Education requirements will give COMD students more freedom in course choice.
Weaknesses: None
Concerns Addressed:  Through the vetting process, the following revisions were made: changes to the syllabi for the two new courses, minor edits to Chancellor reports, clarification of pre-requisites for certain courses, and minor edits of various kinds.  
Subcommittee Activities: The subcommittee conducted interviews with Profs. Robin Michaels, Jenna Spevak, COMD Chair Prof. Mary Ann Biehl, Provost August, Associate Provost Pamela Brown, Dean Kevin Hom, and Ms. Kim Cardascia, Provost’s Office.  
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