
Week of May 4th

The Author’s Note or Artist’s Statement



This Week! 

Homework: 

● Final Project 3 and Due May 12th. This is the Multimodal 
Project and Artist’s/ Author’s Statement. 

In Class Work:

● Post a response to ONE of the Activity Boxes in this 
Presentation on Open Lab. 



What is an author’s/ artist’s statement?

An author’s/ artist’s statement is a personal statement 
about a piece of writing or artwork that you created. 

Writing an author’s/ artist’s statement allows you the 
opportunity to reflect on your writing process and growth 
and to speak to your readers about your work. . 



Purpose of a Author’s/ Artist’s Statement

● Discuss the decision/ choices that you made in composing 
a specific text or piece. 

● This is a chance to persuade your audience to see your 
final piece in the way you want them to! 

● A successful artist’s/ author’s statement reflects your 
understanding of the chosen genre (design, style, 
sources), the rhetorical situation (audience, purpose, 
constraints), rhetorical appeals, your choice of mode and 
medium. 

MEANING: Point out WHY you made the choices you made! 



Audience of an Author’s/ Artist’s Statement

● The audience is usually the reader/ viewer of artwork/ 
project. In this case it’s your professor and classmates! 



Formatting

The artist’s/ author’s statement should be at least 500 
words. Please add word count at the top. However, if the 
word count is low in your multimodal project, you can make 
your statement longer. COMBINED, the two pieces have to 
equal 1800 words. 

Usually, an artist’s/ author’s statement is formatted like 
an essay, however, they can also look like a letter, if you 
prefer.  



Example! 



Elements of the Genre (what they include!)

1. Discussion of the composition/ modes/ medium and make an 
argument:
a. WHAT choices did you make about modes/ medium/ composition (To 

include or not include? In layout? Colors? Organization? Font? 
Evidence? etc)

b. WHY and HOW did you make these choices?

2. Discuss the rhetorical situation and related choices
a. WHAT choices did you make? WHY and HOW did you make these choices?
b. Your purpose, audience, use of rhetorical appeals
c. Your mode and medium
d. The images, facts, statistics, evidence you selected, (ethos/ pathos)



Elements of the Genre (What They Include)

3. Explain your choice of genre

a. Why did you choose the genre you chose? What were the 
benefits of the genre? What were the limitations?

4 .Provide Context

a. Give background on your topic. Why did you choose your 
topic, why was it interesting to you? What inspired 
you? What sources did you use? How did the sources 
help you with your research?



ACTIVITY

Discussion of the composition/ modes/ medium and make an 
argument:

WHAT choices did you make in Project 3? Think about a choice 
you made about what to include or not include? About layout? 
Colors? Organization? Font? Evidence? 

WHY and HOW did you make these choices?

Think of one choice you made in Project 3 Describe the 
choice you made and the reason for the choice. Write a 
paragraph about it. 



Activity

Discuss your rhetorical situation and related choices. WHAT 
choices did you make? WHY and HOW did you make these choices?

Rhetorical situation: audience/ purpose/ constraints/ use of rhetorical appeals to reach the 
audience. 

Ethos: The author’s credibility (ethos) is important- the writer must come across as credible and 
honest and thoughtful 

Logos: Authors can establish credibility through the reasoning (logos) they present in their 
author’s/ artist’s statements. When they logically present evidence about the choices they made in 
organizing and presenting their work, readers are more likely to accept their claims. 

Pathos: To persuade, writers sometimes appeal to readers’ emotions.

Think of one choice you made in Project 3 Describe the choice you 
made and the reason for the choice. Write a paragraph about it. 



Activity

Explain your choice of genre. Why did you choose the genre 
you chose? What were the benefits of the genre? What were 
the limitations? 

Describe the Genre choice you made in Project 3 and the 
reason for the choice. Write a paragraph about it. Was it 
the right choice? Why? Why not? What are the limitations or 
constraints of the genre? What are the benefits of the 
genre? What modes/ mediums do you include? 



Activity

Provide Context. Give background on your topic. Why did you 
choose your topic, why was it interesting to you? What 
inspired you? DISCUSS YOUR SOURCES! Discuss the sources you 
used and how the sources helped you with your research! 
(hink! Use the information from your bibliographies!)

Describe the context of your research for Project 3. Write a 
paragraph about it. What inspired you? Why were you 
interested in the topic? What did you learn? What surprised 
you? What would you like to learn more about?



Style

1. Address reader’s directly

a. Use “I” and discuss “my brochure” or “my video”

2. Use detail

a. Include specific details and examples from your project!

3. Write in a tone that builds ethos (credibility)

a. Your artist’s/ author’s statement does not have to be formal, but it 
should be in a tone that establishes you as the expert you are. 


