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Analysis of Wit

“What do they teach you in nursing school?” said DR. Jason to nurse Susan, A conversation between the nurse and doctor as they performed a procedure on the patient that lies quietly and unconsciously on the bed. 

As healthcare professional/ providers it is our job or duties to provide care for our patients during their health crisis. As it became apparent during this movie we tend to miss out on the most important part of healthcare. I was applauded to see how a patient interpreted their interactions with us as healthcare providers. Sometimes the things we say even though our intentions are pure come across as insensitive to the patient.

Asking a patient how they are doing but not taking the time to actually listen is showing to the patients that we don’t care about them but just actually following a protocol. In the movie the nurse came in and asked the patient how she was doing while she had her head hung over an emesis basin. Even though to the nurse she thought it was showing sympathy but instead it was interpreted as the patient as insensitive and asking a question at the wrong time. 

As a worker I find that I ask questions even though I know the answer. I know that the patient is in pain but I can’t speculate as to the quality of the pain. I saw the annoyance and aggravation and sarcasm as the doctor asked the patient, MS Bearing about the pain, we think we are doing an assessment but it comes off as being a question already knowing the answer.

From the outside looking in it looks all too familiar the way in which some practice we have when coming into contact with the patients. We don’t let them feel autonomous; we tell them they have to go for a test NOW because the doctors need the results, we ask how they are doing but we don’t actually sit and listen, we come in and do our duties without spending the time with the patient, at the end of the film the writer makes an amazing point, the doctor came in assessing the patient when in fact the patient had been DEAD!. He then went ahead and called a code when in fact the patient was DNR, meaning do not resuscitate. The doctor or resident treated the doctor as his professor while performing a task on her, never explaining to her what was going on, after watching the scene I asked myself what is the difference between what he did and rape. He opened her legs as she looked around wondering what was going on, he left her in an embarrassing position with the door open initially to get a “girl” in the room, never explaining to her what was going on. His face gave away her diagnosis and I think that is where professionals come into play we have to keep a poker face while assessing no matter the situation.

What I also found was that no matter who the patient is and the level of education they have you has a nurse have to ensure that the patients understand what is going on and it is explained in layman’s term. The doctor spoke in medical jargon and the patient just agreed. He also put enormous pressure on the patient to agree to receive the full dose of chemotherapy repeatedly despite the effects it had on her. In the movie the doctors put their needs for wanting research over the need of the patient and the fact that she could not tolerate the chemo. 

What do they teach us in nursing school? They teach us to have empathy, to ask for permission when touching a patient, to teach patients in terms that they understand, to hold their hands in their time of need, to sit down and share a popsicle when your patient is crying, to pass a tissue, to advocate for patient saying DNR, to promote autonomy by giving her a Patient Controlled Analgesic instead of IVP. The knowledge they teach in medical school but the caring the patients need.
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