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1.  How did you apply the public health didactic information into this community health
     program?

I applied the information taught about the pediatric patient (Unit X) while examining the children. I used the information about preventative care while making some notes on the report cards.
2.  What stage(s) are you in this community health program (APIE)?   

Writing this reflection constitutes the evaluation phase. During the activity, I was in the implementation phase doing the sealants. At the same time, my partner and I reflected on our interactions between students in order to have more positive interactions with the remaining students. This represented the evaluation stage as well.

3.  What information you obtained from DEN 2300 / DEN 2400 seminars did you 
     incorporate into this community health program?

I incorporated knowledge of oral/dental anatomy, the caries process, and eruption patterns. At the same time, I incorporated some information that we learned about how to treat children as clinical patients.

4.  Please describe a positive experience you gained from this activity?

One positive experience that I gained from this activity was knowing that I can balance clinical work with pediatric patient management. It was very interesting to watch myself and my partner switch from a bubbly sing-song type of voice when speaking to the children to a professional demeanor while filling out paperwork and speaking with each other. It was a generally seamless transition.

5.  Was there any negative experience you encountered from this activity?

One negative experience from this activity was seeing how multiple children were allowed to have such extensive caries in their mouths. My partner and I observed multiple children with caries so severe that their incisors were half gone and shaped into points. We also observed a child with early childhood caries where multiple teeth were decayed, and the entire occlusal surface and half of the vertical height of the crown was decayed. It was very sad and discouraging to know that these young children are not receiving the care and attention they so desperately need. At the same time, it is clear that their caregivers are unaware of the damage that is happening in their children’s mouths.
6.  Will you consider working in a public health setting as a dental hygienist?
I will certainly consider working in a public health setting as a dental hygienist. This sealant program was exceptionally fun, and I know that I would get a tremendous sense of satisfaction knowing that I was making a difference daily. I truly want to go where I can do the most good, and where I am most needed.
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