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Deep within the Financial District of  Manhattan, 80 feet deep below ground 
floor level, lies a highly secured vault full of  luxurious gold. Above this vault is a 
significant building that assists in serving as America’s central bank. This building is 
significant not only to New York, but also to America itself. As a senior studying art 
and communication design, I never would have never I would end up at such a 
bank. I didn’t know that I was surrounded by so much opportunity at CUNY and, 
more specifically, at City Tech. Nonetheless, I was placed in that setting, where, over 
time, I was able to grow and develop skills as a designer.  
     During my first semester at New York City College of  Technology, one of  my 
main goals was to start seeking an internship. I came into City Tech as a transfer 
student; prior to this, I had completed an associate degree in Graphic Design 
(A.A.S) in a different CUNY Community College. As the semester went on, I was 
able to network with many classmates. I quickly found myself  in conversations 
regarding internships. Some students had already participated and completed 
internships and others like me were seeking the opportunity to apply for one. The 
CUNY Service Corps was perhaps the most popular internship program and 
certainly fit my interest. I went home, immediately researched the Service Corps, 
and quickly found myself  applying. I was intrigued and impressed by the impact that 
the CUNY Service Corps was having on all kinds of  different communities. To join 
the Service Corps, I completed the application which included a lot of  paper work 
and three essential essays. I was notified about my initial acceptance into the 
program months after I had already applied. To gain full acceptance to the program, 
however, I still had to go to trainings, workshops and other mandatory events that 
increased my knowledge about the Service Corps and its values. Perhaps one of  the 
most intense experience of  the internship was a two-day job fair, which required me 
to go through about 10 interviews. It was a great experience to show off  my 
portfolio and learn what it’s like to apply for a graphic design position. 
     It is truly a privilege to have earned my position at this prestigious bank. From 
the onset of  my internship, I had an incredible supervisor who truly looked out for 
me: introducing me to the kinds of  projects I would be engaging in, taking my 
position at the Fed very seriously, and truly valuing my time. My supervisor’s energy 
inspired me and motivated me to work hard. A lot of  employees also valued my 
presence, being kind and open to having conversations with me, even sometimes 
during lunch! The bank has a rich culture and the atmosphere is full of  much 
energy. Every day I am proud to walk into my department and give it my all. Plus, 
dressing business formal helps me feel firm throughout the day and boost my 
confidence. 
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     Networking is such a powerful skill to have in any work field. As soon as I was 
introduced to the other CUNY Scholars at the bank, I tried to get to know each one 
of  them. When in class, professors often warn us that the people who are in our 
class will most likely end up being our co-workers. I believe this to be true because I 
often find myself  applying to similar opportunities with my classmates. As we know, 
internships often leads to full-time jobs, so it makes sense to me. I have even gone 
as far as to invite employees to lunch. I admire them because they’re living my 
dream of  being real world designers. If  possible, I research them and examine their 
work. I also share my work with them such as my website, which serves as my 
online portfolio. Indeed, it has been a great experience to work in a team and have 
them sit down and acknowledge my efforts. I receive effective constructive critiques 
that have really helped to improve my work. 
    Throughout my college career, I have explored so many branches of  graphic 
design. I have developed a great interest for typography, and my knowledge of  
graphic design has truly expanded. Although my concentration is in animation/
illustration, I still am able to use a valid skill set that I obtained from my design 
classes. I had the pleasure of  meeting an animator who was employed at the bank. 
This individual also is an educator. I was able to have lunch with him and learn 
about how he ended up at the bank. This made me feel sure that I was in the right 
place. Perhaps the most exciting moment was when I felt that my supervisor was 
truly confident about my skill set and what I could achieve.  
     During my time at the bank, I have been able to apply the skills that I learned 
during my time at City Tech. Thanks to the curriculum I have completed thus far, I 
am able to work quickly and produce work at a more advanced speed. As I’ve 
engaged in more projects, I have developed more communication skills, learned to 
write more structured emails, become more patient, and improved my time 
management. As I come closer to completing this experience, I begin to see that this 
is more than just an opportunity to grow professionally; it is an opportunity for me 
to grow as a person overall. I am beyond excited to produce more work and 
continue growing. 

55


