
Final Assignment - Personal Space
Assignment Summary:

As the Covid-19 pandemic has spread across the globe, entire populations 
have been forced indoors.  In the age of quarantines and stay at home 
orders, we are perhaps now more than ever beginning to understand 
the physical, emotional, and psychological impact that the built 
environment can have on us. The spaces we occupy have the power to  
inspire, but also to oppress - Design matters. 

Now that you’ve been stuck at home, Think about where in your house 
you find yourself spending the most time. Why are you drawn to this 
particular room? Perhaps it’s strictly functional - your bedroom 
has your computer, your drafting table, and your bed, so there’s not 
much else you need on a normal school day. Maybe you’re filling a 
psychological or emotional need - during this time of social isolation you 
find comfort in shared spaces where you can be with your family. 

The goal of this assignment is to take advantage of this new relationship 
with our spaces and begin to evaluate them critically. What about 
your space currently works well? How could they be improved? What 
would need to change in order for the space to best serve your needs or 
desires?

First Steps:

Identify the room in your house where you are spending the most time 
and document the existing conditions by preparing an existing floor 
plan with doors, windows, and furniture indicated. This drawing should 
be drawn by hand to scale - the scale will vary depending on the size of 
your room, but should be at least 1/2” = 1’=0” minimum. 

Next, think about how you could improve it. You should prepare a written 
statement identifying:
• Why you spend time there - what draws you to here? What works?
• how could it be improved - What is your design concept?

When considering your design interventions, don’t be limited by the 
physical context of your room - exploration is encouraged. If your room 
is on the 5th floor, feel free to engage with the exterior, even if that 
might not be physically possible. If the room is at the interior of the 
building, feel free to add windows. You should be striving to achieve the 
ideal, not just what is currently possible. As you think through your 
concept, you must prepare sketches and collect inspiration images that 
help clarify your design concept. 



Final Assignment - Personal Space
Final Deliverables:

Written Statement:
Should be 2 to 3 paragraphs long, typed, and should accompany your 
final drawings. This should give your audience a quick summary of your 
concept. It will supplement your presentation, but not replace it. 

Inspiration Images:
Find inspirational images which help us to understand the look and 
feel that you’re going for. Compile these into 1-2 pages to be presented 
alongside your final drawings. 

Sketches:
We want to see your process. Photograph or scan your sketches as you 
work through your design and compile them into a PDF document. Use 
them during your presentation to help explain your ideas. Provide as 
many as needed, but 1-2 sketches minimum. 

Final Drawings:
• Two (2) FLOOR PLANS (minimum):
 One (1) EXISTING & one (1) PROPOSED - if proposed design has more than  
 one level, show plans  for all levels
• FOUR (4) INTERIOR ELEVATIONS or sections (one looking each direction)
• ONE (1) 3D DRAWING - axonometric or perspective that captures your 

biggest alteration

These are the minimum requirements. You are free to provide other 
drawings as needed to clarify your design. If you would like to replace 
a required drawing with a different one that you feel would better 
capture your scope, contact me and we can discuss.  


