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Step 3: Observe and document
The original assignment called for You to go to your location 
and PHOTOGRAPH things that relate to the topics below. However, 
because of the current pandemic, you can use images from the 
internet, Google maps, etc in order to document the conditions of 
your site. 

Step 4: Present
You (or your team) will be required to present ALL the topics below. 
If you are working in groups, Each of you will be required to present 
as part of your team, with each of you presenting at least one topic. 
Decide among yourselves who is covering which topic and let your 
professor know. You will present the topic you are assigned and be 
evaluated on how well you cover it.

Step 1: Locate
Define the boundaries of your location. For example, if you are doing 
Rockefeller Center, where is it? At what point, in every direction, are you no 
longer in it, that is, when are you in Rockefeller Center, and when are you 
not? When you have determined the boundaries of your location, confirm with 
your professor.

Step 2: Research
You should always begin a project knowing as much as you can about your 
site. Provide enough background and history to inform your audience about 
your location. When was it built? Who built it? Who was the architect? If it 
wasn’t built at one time, but evolved, how did it evolve? This background and 
history should be very general; you will be doing more in-depth research and 
writing with your English professors.

For this project you will investigate the built environment. You will be assessed on how well you can express the experience of your place in speech 
and writing, and how astute you can translate your experience into critical evaluation of your place. You will work individually, - or if you’d prefer, 
in teams of up to 4 - and prepare a slide presentation of your assigned place, as well as write a short paper.
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TOPIC 2: Describe how the building masses relate to the public spaces
• What is dominant, the building(s) or the space?
• Is there a hierarchy among the buildings?
• Is there a center of the complex?
• How do the doors relate to the public spaces?

TOPIC 3: Describe how the public spaces are treated
• Are they landscaped?
• Are there places for people to meet and sit?
• What kind of people are there: students, business people?
• What are the people around there doing?
• Are the ground floors of the buildings welcoming: can you see 

inside?

TOPIC 4: How is the infrastructure treated?
• Where do the cars go?
• Are the pedestrians separated from the cars?
• Where do the service trucks go?
• Where do the cars park?

Deliverables (part 1) 

Presentation: 
You (or your group) will present your site to the class, being sure to cover 
each topic below. You should have at least 3-4 slides for each topic, and 
presentations should last approximately 10 minutes for individuals, and 
15-20 minutes for groups, with a short Q&A period after the presentation. 

Topics

Introduction: Provide spatial and temporal context. 3-4 slides minimum 
showing the location of your place and providing some history and 
background to orient your audience. Should include A site plan showing all 
the buildings, spaces, streets, etc.

TOPIC 1: THE BUILDINGS
• WHAT DO THEY LOOK LIKE?
• WHAT ARE THEY MADE OF?
• DO THEY WORK TOGETHER? (SCALE, MATERIAL, COLOR, ETC)
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SUGGESTED LOCATIONS:

NYC:
• LINCOLN CENTER
• HUDSON YARDS
• WORLD TRADE CENTER
• ROCKERFELLER CENTER
• COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
• Times Square
• Stuyvesant Town–Peter Cooper Village
• METROTECH (BROOKLYN)

Outside of NYC:
• Back Bay (Boston)
• The Yards (Washington DC)
• Seaside (Florida)
• Inner Harbor (Baltimore)

Or... pick your own place to research - I’m open to ideas!

Deliverables (Part 2) 

An evaluation of your place: Each of you separately will write a 250 
word essay that critically evaluates your place. 

What works and what doesn’t? Is the place a nice place to be? if it is, why? 
if it is not, why not? What is the best thing about it? the worst? 

Be specific. if you like something, give us a reason; if it’s nice, tell us why. 
Cite the things you observe as evidence. For example:

“The street felt very welcoming to pedestrians, because the buildings on 
either side were a nice scale at three stories, and proportionally related 
to each other.”

“The car traffic was slow enough to allow pedestrians to cross from 
one side to other comfortably.”

“The services for the buildings were located on the side streets away 
from the public plaza.”




