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INTRODUCTION

In this past visit of Times Square our classes main focus was to find a specific performance/ 
performances in Times Square. We were to wander around Times Square and surrounding 
areas in search for these such performances. I have chosen to focus on some of the every day 
street performers on the main street of Broadway as performances such as those really provide 
the viewer with a New York “vibe”, where multiple people gather in a very busy area to view 
some sort of performance.

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION

Prior to the site visit I was essentially hoping that I would be able to find specific performances. 
Based on the visit from last time there were not many performers at the time. This time however
there were quite a bit more performers to choose from. All together I knew I would be choosing 
from an actual performer this time, instead of treating the space, or buildings, in terms of 
performance.



SITE DOCUMENTATION (photos/sketches)

Man performing on the streets of Broadway. This specific performance is a street 
drumming performance.

The
images above depict an individual performing and taking advantage of the public area provided
by the streets of Broadway in order to grab the attention of an audience.
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Another image within 

the confines of the 

same area, that 

depicts some sort of 

performance.

This  image  shows
individuals  dressed  up
as the Statue of Liberty,
or  “Lady  Liberty”,  thus
acting  as  a  public
attraction.

Final gathered image 

also within the same 

area, that depicts 

some sort of 

performance, or 

individuals on the 

verge of performing.
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QUALITATIVE SITE OBSERVATIONS

1. Description of the performance object, person, or technology (costume, media, text, 

props, sets, etc.)

Individuals making a conscious effort to perform in front of the masses. Performances 

entail costume, instruments, or both.

2. Choreography of performance

No specific choreography can be seen, just overall performance.

3. Description of performance limits (ground, walls, barricades, streets, buildings)

Performers are limited by the space provided by Times Square in a very busy 

environment, as well as the rules of the land.

4. Description of audience (static, moving, direction of attention) 

The audience within the confines of the block were both static, and taking photos, as 

well as those that are passing by and directing their attention to the performers while on 

the move.

5. Description of audience (socio-economic, community identity) 

The audience seems to consist of individuals from all races and economic classes, 

including individuals that are tourists.

6. Description of performer/spectator dynamics (engagement, morphology)

Most of the performers kept to themselves while in the act, while others made a 

conscious effort to interact with the audience, as well as offer photo opportunities.
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QUANTITATIVE DATA for Area of Study

Subject Data

Size of performance space Large blue painted rectangle space.

Size of spectator space Limited due to the amount of individuals in the area.

Range of dynamic change

# of points of focus One per site.

Number of spectators 
(range)

50-100 on average, within the small space near the 
performers.

Time period of performance Noon, bright.

# of repetitions

Cost of performance (if any) Free of charge, public.

Other data
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QUESTIONS TO RESEARCH FURTHER

QUESTIONS:

1. What is the main goal of the performers?
2. Do any of these individuals make a revenue from these public interactions, whether 

directly or indirectly?

RESEARCH METHOD/SOURCE FOR EACH QUESTION ABOVE:

1. Question 1 
 a. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_performance along with 

external links located on the page.
2. Question 2

a. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_performance along with external links located on 

the page.

SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION

It was really interesting to see individuals so dedicated to public performance. It is not 
something I can truly understand myself. It is, however, great to see individuals that come 
outside every day in order to perform for the public, even if it is to make some sort of revenue at 
the end of the day.
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