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New York City College of Technology 
The City University of New York
Department of Communication Design

Typographic Design III
  Instructor: Prof. Childers  pchilders1.@mac.com

GOAL:  Use a grid system to organize information  
 while maintaining hierarchical order. 

OBJECTIVE:  Examine the diversity and versatility of a series of   
 grid structures

 Consider the totality of the composition when text  
 and image are aligned to a grid.

The single most elementary and essential design tool is the grid; second only 
to the alphabet, and the words within it, the grid is the ultimate multi-pur-
pose tool that will offer the ability to organize and distribute content. 

Grids divide space and suggest placement of text. Page divisions are used 
to group similar parts of information, or used to create a visual contrast 
of organizational elements. Simple page divisions can be used to suggest 
horizontal and vertical similarities and alignments. Your grid can be used 
to establishes rules, rhythm, repetition and informational patterning. 

REQUIREMENTS:

•  8 1/2 x 11 inch paper 

•  Center an 8 x 8 inch square with a 2 point border. 

•  For Part 1: Use placeholder text from InDesign (see tutorial on last page)

•  For Part 2 and 3: Download text from website: “The Grid”     
    You do NOT need to use all the text.

•  Employ scale. placement, alignment, type style, and other cues to create order.

Each study:

 •  Any type variety within the Univers or Helvetica family. 

 • Conventional typographic alignments [left, right, centered]

 •  At least 3 levels of hierarchy

PROCESS:

Use the grid to determine the placement of graphic and  text. 

 • Break up the content into larger and smaller parts.

 • Create dynamically divergent compositions. 

 • Use size and scale change to your advantage.

PRESENTATION:

Arrive in class with all  
studies printed on  
8 1/2 x 11" paper. 

Bring information on  
the variations of type used 
to present it in class.

CRITERIA:

•  Eight 8-inch studies  
 due at 11:30 am

•  Studies should vary as 
much as possible.

See examples of studies  
on the following pages

WEEK 2: Grids

and more hierarchy
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Part 1:  3 studies

 Grid: Divide composition into a series of proportional (h/w) units; 3 columns 
 and 3 rows, You will have a total of 9 square units. Width of margins and 
 gutters is your choice. 

 Text: Use placeholder text,  (see tutorial on last page)

 Break text into smaller units. Vary the text to show at least 4 levels of 
 hierarchy, using weight, style, size, leading, placement, etc. (you can consider 
 multiple levels of text, head, subhead, caption, call-out, byline, etc.)

The ‘fi ller’ text allows the abstract examination of typographic hierarchy 
with "implied" typographic difference. Be sure to emphasize hierarchy.

 Each study has at least (4) layers of typographic hierarchy.

 Use the grid to determine the placement of a graphic/image and text. 

 If you have different text widths depending on the number of columns used 
 for your textbox.  Be sure to make leading and  size appropriate for text width.

 Asymmetrical compositions.

 Make parts of the grid structure obvious with position of elements.

 Use any type variety within the Univers or Helvetica family.

 Typographic alignments (left, right, centered.)

 Use 50% (grey/black) geometric shapes as stand-ins for images.

  

Part 2:  3 studies 

 Repeat Part 1 but use supplied text: "The Grid" download from website

 Again, break text into smaller units.

Part 3:  2 studies 

 Repeat Part 2 but:

Use several (4 or 5) paragraphs of text to create a story or article. Put the 
article in 2 separate columns so that the page appears to have one long article 
broken into 2 columns 

Add additional levels of hierarchy to the page. (head, subhead, caption, call-
out, text, byline, etc.)

 Shared typographic elements must carry the same hierarchy. 

Example of study 
with an article broken 

into 2 columns

See examples of 
studies on the 
following pages
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GRID

3 columns x 3 rows

Multiple variations for arrangement of elements
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WEEK 2: Grids

and more hierarchy
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INDESIGN GRID 

Every time you open a new doc-
ument in a page layout program, 
you are prompted to create a grid. 
The simplest grid consists of a 
single column of text surrounded 
by margins. By asking for page 
dimensions and margin widths 
from the outset, layout programs 
encourage you to design your 
page from the outside in. (The 
text column is the space left over 
when the margins have been 
subtracted.) 

Alternatively, you can design 
your page from the inside out, 
by setting your margins to zero 
and then positioning guidelines 
and text boxes on a blank page. 
This allows you to experiment 
with the margins and columns 
rather than making a commit-
ment as soon as you open a new 
document. You can add guide-
lines to a master page after they 
meet your satisfaction.

BASELINE GRID 

To help with alignment of para-
graphs you can automatically 
make your text frames align with 
the baseline grid:

Object>Text   Frame Op-
tions>Baseline Options and 
choose Leading. If your leading 
is 12 pts the fi rst baseline will 
fall 12 pts from the top of the 
text frame.
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Step 1:   

Create or select a text frame; 

make sure it is active with   

an insertion point in the frame.

Step 2:  

Choose Type > Fill with placeholder text.

ADD PLACEHOLDER TEXT


