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Paragraph 
Styles “It’s not Art. And 

	 Art is not Design.”

Chip Kidd is a contemporary American graphic 
designer, author and editor. He is best recognized 
as graphic designer for book covers. Being a 
huge admirer of comic books he not only wrote 
some of those for DC Comics but also designed 
their covers. Born on 12 September 1964, in 
Pennsylvania, Chip Kidd grew up to be an 
associate art director at the New York publishing 
house, Knopf.  Some of the publishing houses he 
freelanced for included Farrar Straus & Giroux, 
Amazon, HarperCollins, Scribner and Penguin/
Putnam. At Pantheon Book he designed the 
graphic novels.            
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Several Ways to Use Type 
and Set a Paragraph in 
and Around Shapes
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Chip Kidd is a contemporary American 
graphic designer, author and editor. He is best 
recognized as graphic designer for book covers. 
Being a huge admirer of comic books he not 
only wrote some of those for DC Comics but 
also designed their covers. Born on 12 Septem-
ber 1964, in Pennsylvania, Chip Kidd grew up 
to be an associate art director at the New York 
publishing house, Knopf.  Some of the publishing 
houses he freelanced for included Farrar Straus 
& Giroux, Amazon, HarperCollins, Scribner and 
Penguin/Putnam. At Pantheon Book he designed 
the graphic novels.            

Initial Caps

Chip Kidd is a contemporary American 
graphic designer, author and editor. He is 

best recognized as graphic designer for book 
covers. Being a huge admirer of comic books he 
not only wrote some of those for DC Comics but 
also designed their covers. Born on 12 Septem-
ber 1964, in Pennsylvania, Chip Kidd grew up 
to be an associate art director at the New York 
publishing house, Knopf.  Some of the publishing 
houses he freelanced for included Farrar Straus 
& Giroux, Amazon, HarperCollins, Scribner and 
Penguin/Putnam. At Pantheon Book he designed 
the graphic novels.            

Enlarging a Cap Manually Using the Paragraph Formatting 
Tool, drop cap number of lines

Create a Drop Cap using
Outline Type/ Go to Text Wrap 
to wrap type around cap

hip Kidd is a contemporary 
American graphic designer, author and 
editor. He is best recognized as graphic 
designer for book covers. Being a huge 

admirer of comic books he not only wrote some 
of those for DC Comics but also designed their 
covers. Born on 12 September 1964, in Penn-
sylvania, Chip Kidd grew up to be an associate 
art director at the New York publishing house, 
Knopf.  Some of the publishing houses he 
freelanced for included Farrar Straus & Giroux, 
Amazon, HarperCollins, Scribner and Penguin/
Putnam. At Pantheon Book he designed the 
graphic novels.            
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Type Patterns
A pattern is made of up of a module that is 
then repeated to create a pattern 
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hip Kidd is a con-
temporary Amer-
ican graphic 
designer, author 
and editor. He is 

best recognized as graphic 
designer for book covers. 
Being a huge admirer of 
comic books he not only 
wrote some of those for 
DC Comics but also de-
signed their covers. 
       Born on 12 Septem-
ber 1964, in Pennsylvania, 
Chip Kidd grew up tbean 
associate art director at 
the New York publishing 
house, Knopf. Some of the 
publishing houses he free-
lanced for included Farrar 
Straus & Giroux, Amazon, 
HarperCollins, Scribner 
and Penguin/Putnam. At 
Pantheon Book he de-
signed the graphic novels.
       Born in Shillington, 
Berks Country, Pennsylva-
nia,  Kidd grew up being 
fascinated and heavily 
inspired by American pop-
ular culture. Comic books 
were his gateway into 
graphic design, with Bat-
man and Superman popu-
lating some of his earliest 
childhood memories. Kidd 
attended Pennsylvania 
State University, where he 
graduated in 1986 with a

CHIP KIDD
According to Graphic De-
sign: American Two, he has 
been credited with “helping 
to spawn a revolution in the 
art of America book packag-
ing in the last ten years.” 
       One of the most consis-
tent characteristics of Kidd’s 
revolutionary style is the fact 
that his book covers don’t 

carry one signature look, 
as he states: “A signature 
look is crippling… [because] 
the simplest and effective 
solutions aren’t dictated by 
style.”Kidd studied graphic 
design with Lanny Sommese 
at Penn State, one of the 
largest public universities in 
the US. 
      Sommese’s brutal and 
eccentric teaching style is 
the subject of  Kidd’s 2001 
coming-of-age novel The 
Cheese Monkeys, a book 

Chip Kidd grew up to be 
an associate art director at 
the New York publishing 
house, Knopf. Some of the 
publishing houses he free-
lanced for included Farrar 
Straus & Giroux, Amazon, 
HarperCollins, Scribner and 
Penguin/Putnam. At Pan-
theon Book he designed 
the graphic novels.
Born in Shillington, Berks 
Country, Pennsylvania, 
Kidd grew up being fasci-
nated and heavily inspired 
by American popular 
culture. Comic books were 
his gateway into graphic 
design, with Batman and 
Superman populating 
some of his earliest child-
hood memories. Kidd 
attended Pennsylvania 
State University, where he 
graduated in 1986 with a 


