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this week

transition from heavy 
timber


inherent advantages


platform vs balloon


framed walls


lumber and connections


foundations


building the frame

objective:  
overview of the nature of light 
wood frame construction and 
the sequence and details of 
the assembly of a light wood 
frame structure
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✴ LIGHT MEMBERS 

✴VERSATILE 

✴SHORTER 
CONSTRUCTION TIME 

✴SIMPLE 
CONNECTIONS 

✴LESS SKILLED LABOR
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✴PLATFORM FRAMING 
ADVANTAGES: 

✴ SHORT STUD LENGTHS 

✴FIRESTOPPING BETWEEN 
FLOORS 

✴WORKING SURFACE 
DURING CONSTRUCTION 

✴PLATFORM FRAMING 
DISADVANTAGES: 

✴VERTICAL SHRINKAGE 
WITH MOISTURE LOSS

WOOD platform frame construction
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wrap up
simple tools and 
techniques


light members


quickly assembled


from a renewable 
source


durable when 
protected


only limits are the 
carpenter’s imagination 
and ability

LIGHT WOOD FRAME CONSTRUCTION 
IS BY FAR THE MOST POPULAR 
FORM OF CONSTRUCTION IN THE US
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