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101 Things I Learned in Architecture School

YES

NO



http://academics.triton.edu/faculty/fheitzman/Triton%20CADD%20Standards%20Manual.pdf
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There are twelve architectural scales that are normally used 

for drawings: 

• 3/32” = 1’-0” (site)

• 3/16” = 1’-0” 

• 1/8” = 1’-0” (for commercial building plans, elevations and 

building sections) 

• ¼” = 1’-0” 

(for house plans, elevations, and building sections) 

• ½” = 1’-0” (for kitchen and bath plans and elevations) 

• 1” = 1’-0” (for millwork details) 

• 3/8” = 1’-0” 

• ¾” = 1’-0” (for wall sections) 

• 1 ½” = 1’-0” (for building details) 

• 3” = 1’-0” (also called “quarter size”) 

• Half size (for details) 

• Full size (for details)



Drawing Scale (metric): 

typical drawing scales and uses

Details:

1:5 (3"= 1'-0")

1:10 (1 1/2"=1'-0")

1:20 [for wall sections] (3/4"=1'-0")

Construction layout:

1:25 [for kitchen and bath plans and elevations] (1/2"=1'-0") 

1:50 [for house plans, elevations, and building sections] (1/4"=1'-0")

1:100 [commercial building plans, elevations and building sections] (1/8"=1'-0")

Site layout

1:125 [construction sites]

1:250 [construction sites] (1"=20'-0")

1:500 [swear sites,....] (1"=40'-0")

1:1000 [for big seware site layout] (1"=80'-0")

1:5000 [preview sites]
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1/8“ or

¼ “ or



http://academics.triton.edu/faculty/fheitzman/Triton%20CADD%20Standards%20Manual.pdf



IMPERIAL
DRAWING TEXT HEIGHT Dim LineType Hatch Paper Space plotting

SCALE Small M ed Large Scale Scale Scale Vport scale factor

FULL SCALE

1'=1'-0" 1/8" 3/16" 1/4" 1 0.5 0.5 1/1xp 1=1"

6"=1' 0" 1/4" 3/8" 1/2" 2 1 1 1/2xp 1=2"

3"=1'-0" 1/2" 3/4" 1" 4 2 2 1/4xp 1=4"

1 1/2"=1'0" 1" 1 1/2" 2" 8 4 4 1/8xp 1=8"

1"=1'0" 1 1/2" 2 1/4" 3" 12 6 6 1/12xp 1=12"

3/4"=1'0" 2" 3" 4" 16 8 8 1/16xp 1=16"

1/2"=1'0" 3" 4 1/2" 6" 24 12 12  1/24xp 1=2'

3/8"=1'-0" 4" 6" 8" 32 16 16  1/32xp 1=32"

1/4"=1'0" 6" 9" 12" 48 24 24  1/48xp 1=4'

3/16"=1'-0" 8" 12" 16" 64 32 32 1/64xp 1=64"

1/8"=1'0" 12" 18" 24" 96 48 48  1/96xp 1=8'

3/32"=1'-0" 16" 24" 32" 128 64 64 1/128xp 1=128"

1/16"=1'0" 24" 36" 48" 192 96 96 1/192xp 1=16'

1/32"=1'0" 48" 72" 96" 384 192 192 1/384xp 1=32'

Not to scale



METRIC
DRAWING TEXT HEIGHT Dim LineType Hatch Paper Space plotting

SCALE Small M ed Large Scale Scale Scale Vport scale factor

FULL SCALE

1:1 3 5 7 1 12.7 12.7 1/1xp 1=1

1:2 6 10 14 2 25.4 25.4 1/2xp 1=2

1:5 15 25 35 5 63.5 63.5 1/5xp 1=5

1:10 30 50 70 10 127 127 1/10xp 1=10

1:20 60 100 140 20 254 254 1/20xp 1=20

1:50 150 250 350 50 635 635 1/50xp 1=50

1:100 300 500 700 100 1270 1270 1/100xp 1=100

1:200 600 1000 1400 200 2540 2540 1/200xp 1=200

1:300 900 1500 2100 300 3810 3810 1/300xp 1=300

1:400 1200 2000 2800 400 5080 5080 1/400xp 1=400

1:500 1500 2500 3500 500 6350 6350 1/500xp 1=500

1:1000 3000 5000 7000 1000 12700 12700 1/1000xp 1=1000

Not to scale
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Title block and sheet set up

Hadi, Oliver, 2019F
Avoid whitespace on your drawings 
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Architectural Sheet Number Standards 

Major Discipline Designators Groups

Major groups correspond to the traditional

discipline designations used in construction

document sub sheet numbering.

Major Group Designations: 

G General 

C Civil 

L Landscape Architecture 

A Architecture 

S Structural 

M Mechanical (HVAC) 

P Plumbing 

F Fire Protection 

E Electrical 

Bolded discipline letters will be used in 
module the B project 
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Sheet Types

0 General: Symbol legend,

abbreviations, general notes

1 Plans

2 Elevations

3 Sections

4 Large Scale Drawings: 

plans, elevations, sections 

(NOT details)

5 Details

6 Schedules and Diagrams

7 User Defined

8 User Defined

9 3D drawings: isometric, 

perspective, photos

Bolded sheet type numbers will be 
used in module the B project 
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Sequence Numbers

The two-digit sequence numbers do not have to be sequential so that 

space may be left within the set for future additions.

When possible the number can refer to the floor or level number in plans
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Layering Guide

Links

https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/arch-1230/files/2014/08/AIA-Layer-

Standards.pdf

https://www.lifeofanarchitect.com/architectural-graphics-101-layers/

http://academics.triton.edu/faculty/fheitzman/layname.html

https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/arch-1230/files/2014/08/AIA-Layer-Standards.pdf
https://www.lifeofanarchitect.com/architectural-graphics-101-layers/
http://academics.triton.edu/faculty/fheitzman/layname.html


Sample sets, final 
module A 

submissions 

from spring 2020 

&
from summer 2020






































