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Biography
• Nicholas Jenson was a French engraver,  printer and type designer.

• He’s born in France, Sommevoire, on 1420. He died in 1480 in Italy, Venice.

• Jenson is known for his Roman Typeface, as well as he designed the Greek-style type and 
black letter type.

• He went under Johannes Gutenberg in 1458.

• He opened a printing shop in Venice in 1470.



Jenson’s Mark



The Manual of Linotype

1923



Julius Caesar Works

1471



VK 405, Bible in Latin

1479



Jenson Bible

1476



Pliny’s Natural History

1476



Example of His Type



Impact

• Created the first successful Roman typeface.
• Made the definitive break away from Blackletter
• Thought to have studied under Johannes Gutenburg in Mainz
• Inspired the William Morris’ Golden Type amd the Doves Type
• Typeface is still being used with revisions under the name Adobe 

Jenson Pro



Renewed Version of Roman Typeface

Adobe Jenson Pro



Fun Facts
• Worked as die cutter for French Royal Mint until he was 38

• Thought to have studied under Johannes Gutenberg in Mainz.

• Didn’t actually create typefaces until he was around 50

• Opened up his own printing workshop in Venice in 1468
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