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What is typography

Typography is the artistic arrangement of text. It is a
creative art form that makes the written word beautitul
and appealing to the reader. It makes text readable
and legible. It's how we see words. Typography has
to be important to every good graphic designer. You

can't have good design without good typography or
use of type.

COMD1167-D146 ® Prof. M. Brown



M% New York City College of Technology Type & Media e Spring 2017
&5 Department of Communication Design

Typography involves:

* selecting typefaces or fonts
* point sizes

* |etter-spacing (tracking)

* kerning

* |inespace (leading)

* type alignment

COMD1167-D146 ® Prof. M. Brown



New York City College of Technology
Department of Communication Design

‘.‘l e Bas
‘ i} ]:Ai“-. §
| "’200 m“ 5

‘J’Lf"l"u :
i/87

¢ " :» -l"‘ .
[ .{-uu Ty ET 47 4‘7;' 3‘1 G
Mgl <"‘\ Al t

"f'
rr"-Wif” ; S
”"f'J"E 'H:;.;yvv':p",.,uzl g

DRTTEIULE & S =T YT U

ti# »ﬁ‘—&ﬂ»"ﬂg""‘ TETT 51T W!ﬂa

Ly

‘(d u 'I 31 JM

Vr: _‘ ;

',1

5

| U AT (2T T AT
J/ b" »"l’é’rﬁﬁff vvv:"

3 "L?h ',' S o ’ﬁ -‘—T:!;(L'”(‘ v%’ "‘ J

54 L' "’;,-'J»

bl Y

»nvn*»

ENITETY LSy 2 Gl
un" r...,., s FE R md'.ug )
rms?i»vrﬂu AR "‘1"&

2TV SR T PTG

B T BTEU w,me':w‘ 1
y i ‘
",qf(vg (AU A 7‘4}4 !

-—’ [ Y}'b{'r%? 'l'L pio }';Y’%i“f‘}
T"-"VL/LY"".’( (oS
SREHK A

Type & Media ® Spring 2017

— ot bi.?"(’”"“ vv(r:P
TS WREIY: Q\*d'

w&"’d TR
“-?it&h{‘ﬁﬁ?“ """'“.
ST ‘.:'!‘.?P*""*‘ i1

il . ¢ e i i

4.«*4#6"'4"-‘-#
AR s VRN
e ) ST ",' |
A IWETR TP
: ;gva».ayd £ ¢

Eplgraphy

The study of letterforms carved in stone or other
permanent material.
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- Paleography

The study of writing in ancient and medieval
manuscripts.
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Calligraphy

The art of decorative writing, usually with pen
and ink.
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History of
| ettertrorm

(a letter’'s shape)
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Pictograpns

These early symbols of
writing were simple
drawings of objects.
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|[deographns

Symbols were combined to
express ideas. This created
a big problem because the
1000s of symbols that
needed to be memorized In
order to communicate.
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The Alphabet

A series of culturally agreed upon marks/symbols that
represent sounds. The word "alphabet” iIs a combination
of the first two letters of the Greek alphabet (alpha and
beta). In the English language there are 26 letters/
symbols, each representing a different sound.
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Phoenician Alphabet

* Time period: around 1500

o TY2ANAX
anguege uin 2omene NV YLY LB
* There were no vowels +W<|‘P\V7O$

e The Phoenicians read from
right to left
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* Early writings were scratched
iInto wet clay with a sharp stick
or carved into stone with a
chisel. Because of the writing
tools, there were only
uppercase letters for about
2000 years.

* The Phoenician Alphabet
evolved through the Greek
and then the Roman culture.
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The Greek Alphabet

e Time periOd: around 800 GREEK ALPHABET
B.C.E. Aa B Ty A8 Ee ZC
 adopted from the Phoenician Hn ©6 I Kk AX My
alphabet T s S T - S~

Nv E§ Oo IIn Pp Zog

OMICRON PI RHO SIGMA

* Vowels were added and the
orientation of the reading was Tt Yv ®¢ Xx Yy Qo
reversed, left to right. -
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The Roman Alphabet

« Time period: around 100 B.C.E

o Adopted from the Greek alphabet.
e Some letters were redesigned

e The F and Q were added

e The names of the letters were simplified
—most similar to what we use today.

e Began writings with the reed pen which
Is held on an angle (which is what

created the variation in weight in ' \ﬂ N \
lowercase letters). F AR /A\E

» Written in all capital letters before the )N QE 1
introduction of small letters. L \ ;

""‘“-‘ A li&
COMD1167-D146 ® Prof. M. Brown




é I 1 New York City College of Technology Type & Media e Spring 2017
&) Department of Communication Design

Capital & Small Letters

e Capital letters are formerly
known as majuscule

 Small letters are formerly
known as formally minuscule

e Small letters were created,
once pens became the
common writing tool, as a way
of saving on space.
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Punctuation

e The early writings of the Greeks
and Romans had no
punctuation—the words either

ran together or were sometimes . . ' r)
separated by a dot or dash. ° ° o || o . .
comma semicolon colon full stop exclamstion questilgn
* Punctuation was formalized o ¢ 91 ¢cc 99
with the rise of printing in - —
the1 4th and 15th Centurles apostrophe quotes double quotes hyphen dash
e The introduction of the / ( ) [ ] .o o
Standard pUﬂCtuaJﬂon SyStem strcleehor (pareg';hbeseskor bsqusre ellipsis asterisk

has been attributed to the
Venetian printer Aldus
Manutius.
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