
. . . . . . . . . . . .

............
. . . . . . . . . . . .
............

Aldus 
Manutius



. . . . . . . . . . . .

............
. . . . . . . . . . . .
............

Born 1449, Bassiano, Papal States Italy
Died February 6, 1515, Venice), was the leading figure 
of his time in printing, publishing,
and typography, founder of a veritable dynasty of great 
printer-publishers, and organizer of the
famous Aldine Press.
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Manutius wanted to produce Greek texts for his readers because
he believed that works by Aristotle or Aristophanes in their
original Greek form were pure and unadulterated by translation.
Before Manutius, publishers rarely printed volumes in Greek,
mainly due to the complexity of providing a standardized Greek
typeface. Manutius published rare manuscripts in their original
Greek and Latin forms. He commissioned the creation of
typefaces in Greek and Latin resembling humanist handwriting of
his time; typefaces that are the first known precursor of italic
type. As the Aldine Press grew in popularity, Manutius’s
innovations were quickly copied across Italy despite his efforts to
prevent piracy of Aldine editions.
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Bembo is a member of the “old-style” of serif fonts, with its
regular or roman style based on a design cut around 1495 by
Francesco Griffo for Venetian printer Aldus Manutius, sometimes
generically called the “Aldine roman”. Bembo is named for
Manutius’s first publication with it, a small 1496 book by the poet
and cleric Pietro Bembo.

Aldus Manutius perfected 15th-century scholarly printing. This is
a page from the pornographic Hypnerotomachia Poliphili, printed
in Venice in 1499. The typeface imitates humanist handwriting,
which was intended to recapture Roman writing. Printed books
had to compete in beauty with mass-produced manuscripts.
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Aldus Manutius (1450?-1515) contributed the first Greek and
italic fonts to the publishing world. Through his printing company,
he published the great works of the ancient philosophers, for the
first time in their native Greek language.

Aldus Manutius the Elder was a dedicated scholar of the Italian
Renaissance. He established a printing company, the Aldine
Press, where he produced his first dated publication in February
of 1495. The Aldine works were readily recognizable by a
distinctive trademark depicting a dolphin’s body wrapped around
the shaft of an anchor. Early in the sixteenth century Aldus
founded the Aldine Academy of Hellenic Scholars, through which
he promoted the works of the great classical philosophers and
scientists in their native Greek language. Aldus possessed a
passion for learning and devoted his life’s energy to publishing
the great writings of classic literature on the newly invented
printing press. In addition to his prized publications, Aldus was
remembered most significantly for the many fonts (typefaces)
that he designed. After the death of his grandson, Aldus
Manutius the Younger, in 1598 the Aldine Press ceased
operation, having published 908 editions.
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Aldine press : The press’s first great achievement was a five-volume folio edition of Aristotle.
It was established in 1494 and had its first publication in March 1495
The Aldine Press is famous in the history of typography, among other things, for the introduction
of italics.[2] The press was the first to issue printed books in the small octavo size, similar to that of a
modern paperback, and like that intended for portability and ease of reading
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