[bookmark: _GoBack]FINAL PORTFOLIO

Due: In class Monday, 12/16 (the day of the Final Exam Part II)
Worth 15% of Your Final Grade for the Class

The Final Portfolio is a place for you to showcase the considerable amount of work you have done in ENG 1101 over the course of this semester. I want you to come away from our time together with at least five pieces of writing that you are happy with—and maybe even proud of. 

Each of the five pieces in your Final Portfolio must be typed in standard 12-point font, and they must all be bound together to form a single pamphlet or (very short) book. This can be done however you see fit. (At the very minimum: Staple the thing together.)

Fancy binders and covers of all kinds are welcome! 

Below is a list of some of the assignments we have done. Choose five to revise and include in your Final Portfolio. Each of the five pieces of writing should feel polished and relatively complete.

· In-class: Your Subway Description or Personal Anecdote 

· In-class: An Advertisement for a Location of Your Choice (inspired by the cheesy “Come to Red Deer and Area, Alberta, Canada” commercial we watched)

·  “Where I’m From” Prose Poem 

· Spatio-Temporal Autobiography

· From the “My Lost City” (by Luc Sante) Reading Questions you did for homework, a well-developed answer to any of the following (more personal) questions:

11. Sante describes the stage of youth he and his friends were in as a time when “your star may not yet have risen, but your moment is the only one on the clock.” What does he mean by this? Does this attitude feel familiar to you? Would you describe your own stage of youth this way? Why, or why not?

12. List three questions that Sante and his youthful friends didn’t ask themselves. Why does Sante think their not asking these questions is a symptom of their “arrogance” (middle of page 2)? Would you say you are guilty of this, too? 

15. At the top of page 4, Sante mentions “‘single-room occupancy’ hotels” (SROs).  Have you heard of these before? What are they? How does Sante describe their tenants, and what does he say happened to these people in the decade that followed (i.e, the 1980s and early ‘90s)? Does this match your own experience (in the late ‘90s until present day)? Does knowing that there were once places such as SROs change your attitude in any way? 

18. Towards the bottom of page 4, what does Sante say about the police “[i]n those days?” Would you say this seems similar to the police of today, or dissimilar? Explain.

23. “You had the feeling you would one day find there evidence of your missing twin, your grandfather’s secret diary, a photograph of the first girl whose image kept you awake at night, and all the childhood toys you had loved and lost,” Sante says at the top of page 6. Where is “there,” and what does he mean by this? Have you ever had this feeling?

27. In the first paragraph of page 7, what had Sante “been struck by?” And in what way did this make him feel “like a ghost?” Have you ever felt this way? 

28. “The tenements were aspects of the natural landscape, like caves or rock ledges, across which all of us—inhabitants, landlords, dope dealers, beat cops, tourists—flitted for a few seasons, like the pigeons and the cockroaches and the rats, barely registering as individuals in the ceaseless churning of generations.” What does Sante mean by this (end of the first paragraph of page 7)? Have you ever had such a feeling? And now just take a minute to admire that sentence.

· Essay 1

· Essay 2


So, hold on a minute. 

How many pieces do you need to revise and include in your Final Portfolio?

Eight! 

Just kidding: Five!

Have fun. (I’m not kidding: You should have fun.) And good luck!
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