Name: _____________________________________________________
	
Common Reading Project 2014: Outliers                                                Creative Writing Exercises
Six Word Memoirs



For this exercise, you’ll write a six-word memoir. Because this is a creative project, you don’t need to worry about making complete sentences.  You are free to explore anything: an event, an idea, a feeling, a philosophy, real people, made up people, animals, places, or any other aspect of your life that deserves attention.  You can divide the words and make line breaks however makes sense to you. The only way to incorrectly do a six-word memoir is obvious: write more or less than six words.  

Here are some samples from Smith Magazine (www.smithmag.net). This online magazine has six-word memoirs in different categories such as Happiness, Moms, Dads, Love, Work, Teens.

· Face your problems, don’t Facebook them.
· He still plays my old flute.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Death-defying acts of parenthood performed daily.
· Reckless youth fading.  Need more tattoos.
· A haircut was all it took.

To get started, try filling in the following blanks, adding periods or commas wherever you want:

1.  Happiness  ______________    ______________   _____________    _____________    _____________ .
 
2.  Yesterday _____________    _______________   _____________    ______________    _____________ .

3.  She  ______________    ________________   ______________    _______________    _____________ .

4.  Success  _____________    ______________   ______________    _______________    _____________ .

5.  ________________    __________________   _________________   __________________  a  sandwich.

Now, your own:
6.  ____________   _____________    _____________   ____________    ____________    _____________ .

7.  ____________   _____________    _____________   ____________    ____________    _____________ .

If you like what you come up with here, keep going! You can always submit your work to the magazine (http://www.smithmag.net) and become a published, six-word memoir writer.  
