
What is a discourse community?
And why does it matter?

This slide show/pdf is from Dr. Carrie Hall, and in it she explains a lot about
discourse communities. 

The simplest way to think of them is as the groups you belong to: professional,
community, cultural. They give us identity, they let us become part of a fairly
closed group that has its own rules and language, and they matter to us. 

For Unit One, you'll be writing about how language works in one of your
discourse communities. But first, look at this slide show, leave 
comments and questions. Then go read the excerpt from Junot Diaz, 
which is all about a culture.


















