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LITERARY CIRCLES WORKSHEET
	Historical Backdrop

List major global, national and local events that occurred over the course of the author’s lifetime and that of his/her parents and grandparents. [In both the home country and in the United States]. Might any of the above events have motivated the author or his/her family to move to the United States? Why and how? Explain in several paragraphs. What are ways that these migration experiences might have influenced the content of the assigned short story? 

	Setting and Plot

Describe in at least one paragraph, the setting (s) inside the story. Why might the author have selected that/those specific setting (s)?  What plot structure does the author select? Describe the basic elements of the plot? 

	Theme, Purpose and Author’s Statement
What is the overall theme of this short story? With what specific problem is the author dealing?
What is the central question? What is the author’s answer to the central question? How does s/he go about making that statement though various literary elements [plot, specific episodes, etc.]? What does postcolonialism have to do with this short story?

	The Author’s Craft – Characterization
What is the array of different types of characters in the story? How do they differ from each other in the roles they play? For example, who are the flat characters? Who are the “round” characters? Who is the protagonist? Who or what is the antagonist? Considering what you might consider the author’s purpose, what might be the reason that different characters play different roles? What methods does the author use to distinguish one type character from another? What point is the author attempting to make through his development of the different types of characters? 

	Author’s Biography 
Summarize major 21st century diaspora experiences of the author of this short storiy. What have been his/her successes and/or disappointments? What have been her reactions to life in America? What are her thoughts about her home country? Are there reactions to her experiences that she might have expressed through her crafting of her short story? Where and how, within the text? To what extent might his/her experiences be similar [or different from] experiences of other immigrants from her home background, living in the United States?


