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Introduction
This research project discusses how collectivism can prevent or encourage a utopian society to thrive. A utopian 

society is a community or society that possesses highly desirable or nearly perfect qualities for its members. Also 

known as “intentional communities” which is what we also like to call these types of communities. Like a utopian 

society these intentional communities are a voluntary residential community designed from the start to have a high 

degree of social cohesion and teamwork. This kind of society is very hard to create and sustain. One of the attributes 

that can either lead to the success or failure of a utopian society is collectivism. Collectivism takes into account 

everyone else in a community and allows you to think about a collective goal rather than goals that only you want. 

Collectivism is able to allow a utopian society to thrive. 



Argument 

Collectivism is one of the main things that make utopian society work. If you aren’t 
able to work collectively as a group for the greater good then a utopian society 
isn’t for you and isn’t sustainable in the long run. 

Ninja, byThe Research, 
and The Research NinjaI 
care deeply about helping 
organizations get ahead in 
the cyber security war. 
“Individualist vs 
Collectivist.” Individualist 
vs Collectivist, 
https://www.theresearch.n
inja/2019/09/individualist-v
s-collectivist.html?utm_so
urce=feedburner&utm_me
dium=feed&utm_campaig
n=Feed%3A%2BTheRese
archNinja%2B%28The%2
BResearch%2BNinja%29
&m=1.   
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Research 

Through my research I found that collectivism in a utopian society can kill a 
society if not done right and power one if done well. 

Budds, Diana. “What I Learned from a Year in Utopias.” Curbed, Curbed, 23 Dec. 2019,   

https://archive.curbed.com/2019/12/23/21032132/failed-utopias-2019-nice-try .
“Dystopia.” The Evil Wiki, https://evil.fandom.com/wiki/Dystopia. 

https://archive.curbed.com/2019/12/23/21032132/failed-utopias-2019-nice-try
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How does Collectivism Prevent a Utopian Society from 
thriving?

● The society might not have 
 common goals

● Individuality 

“What Happened to Utopia?” spectrumnews1.Com, 
https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/la-west/untangled-with-josh-robin/2019/0
4/26/what-happened-to-utopia--ca.  
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Fordlandia

Fordlandia was a utopian society or intentional community built by Henry Ford and was used as a rubber plantation in 
Brazil. All of the workers lived in Fordlandia and were provided with work, housing and food. It also included 
swimming pools, tennis courts, a golf course and animals. People were able to live with their families on their work 
site and be able to enjoy the amenities this utopian society had to offer. But Fords utopian 
ideals vs everyone else's craving for individuality lead to an uproar and soon lead to 
the downfall of his community.

Marshall, Euan. “This 
Famous Car Maker Built 
an Entire Town in the 
Amazon.” Culture Trip, 
The Culture Trip, 30 Aug. 
2018, 
https://theculturetrip.com
/south-america/brazil/arti
cles/fordlandia-the-ill-fate
d-1920s-prohibition-town
-henry-ford-built-in-the-a
mazon/.  
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How does Collectivism Encourage a Utopian Society to 
Thrive?

● Group has a common goal

● Everyone works together

● No one is pinned against each other 

Cherry, Kendra. “Understanding Collectivist Cultures.” Verywell Mind, 
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-are-collectivistic-cultures-2794962.   
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Auroville

Still thriving in India, Auroville is a utopian society/intentional community created to move people away from 
societal and economical norms and move into a place where the greater good is put above your own personal needs 
or wants. This community is based on a collective living idea. Everything is done for the better of the 
community, not just yourself. Everyone lives in synchrony. People can choose what jobs 
they want to do such as building or gardening.

“Auroville: An 
International 'Utopian' 
Community.” Anadolu 
Ajansı, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/
culture-and-art/auroville-a
n-international-utopian-co
mmunity/1397667.  
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East Wind

East wind is a community in the Missouri Ozarks. It is a community of people living and working together. They 
hold their land, labor and resources in common and place great value on cooperation, nonviolence, and direct 
democracy. They seek to maintain and continually improve their decade's strong living example of what can happen 
when people see that working together for a common purpose makes life easier and more 
fulfilling.

Sumner, et al. East Wind Community, 10 Mar. 2021, https://www.eastwindblog.co/.  Sumner, et al. East Wind Community, 10 Mar. 2021, https://www.eastwindblog.co/.  

Sumner, et al. East Wind Community, 10 Mar. 2021, 
https://www.eastwindblog.co/.  

https://www.eastwindblog.co/
https://www.eastwindblog.co/
https://www.eastwindblog.co/


Conclusion 

Living in a world where you can live carefree, stress free and happily is something almost everyone wants in their 

life. Living in a utopian society is one of the ways someone can get there. But only if you’re willing to give up 

individualistic ideals and lean more towards collectivistic culture. Collectivism encourages a utopian society to 

thrive because working together towards a common goal is one of the only ways to live in harmony, peacefully. 
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